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PCG #16 approved the methodology for the Communications Strategy Group. Inputs were requested and received from the TSG chairmen (see Annex 1), with the latest arriving at the end of July 2006. TSG CT also recommended their meeting summary from CT #31 as additional reference material, and provided the link to the 3GPP website. Access to similar reports from all TSGs would be useful as additional information.

Discussion amongst MRPs on developing the key messaging “umbrella” was impacted by limited availability to key contributors – especially as a consequence of unusually high Mergers and Acquisitions activity in the industry, holidays, and illness. 

What could be seen from the TSG inputs however, is that 3G is an evolutionary process, the standards for which are elaborated in 3GPP, and that 3G evolution will optimise the networks, spectrum and investments of the operators during a complete cycle, before going towards new systems, new network radio interfaces and new spectrum. It is clear that the various “pillars” of the evolution (HSPA, EDGE Evolution, HSPA+, LTE …) are well under control in the 3GPP work groups, in sequence and in a spirit of consistency and complementarity. These points are regularly emphasized in the communications programmes and activities of MRPs – as their reports to this meeting will show.
MRPs re-confirm their commitment to ensuring regular communication to key targets about the work and results of 3GPP standardization. This is especially important as the commercialisation of HSPA is well underway, beginning with HSDPA. There is also early interest in LTE, what should be the expectations, how and when LTE will be introduced into the market, etc.

PCG is invited to note that the first steps have been taken to achieve these goals via its recently formed Communications Strategy Group. The Group looks forward to receiving the messages from the TSG chairmen from PCG #17, for message development within the Communications Strategy Group for use in promotion/communications activities in the coming 3 - 6 months. 

Annex 1

TSG Inputs to 3GPP Communications Strategy Group Message Development

Q.1 Top 2 achievements in your TSG for the period covered by your report at PCG#16

TSG GERAN: Within the area of testing, Release 7 versions of TS 51.010-1 and TS 51.010-2 have been created. 

TSG GERAN: As part of the GERAN Evolution work - TSG GERAN has agreed new Work Items of MS RX Diversity and Dual Carrier in the Downlink

TSG RAN: progress on the feasibility study for Long Term Evolution and most of the elements already decided. Test Specification for Release 5 almost completed

TSG SA:

Release 7 requirements frozen.

IMS improvements and specifications needed to support TISPAN release 1 completed.

Q.2 The impact and importance of these achievements

TSG GERAN: main item is related to Evolution. The agreed WIDs will allow for improvements in the services that can be supported on GERAN (e.g. increased data rates) and continues to provide operators of GERAN based systems with a smooth transition path to UMTS based systems

TSG SA: 

This gives a preliminary view of the expected contents of rel 7 and the architectural work on Release 7 can now progress

This extends IMS to use in fixed broadband systems.

Q.3 Upcoming activities - where to from here

TSG GERAN: continue to investigate other area for further Evolution.
TSG RAN: Completion of the feasibility study on Long Term Evolution; MIMO applicability to WCDMA and TDD shall be finished; Study on Evolution of HSPA to be completed urgently

TSG SA: Release 7 architectural work is proceeding. A workshop between various SDOs for coordination of IMS alignment and evolution is planned in September. The system architectural study to support the long term evolution work is expected to complete soon

TSG CT: Information from the meeting held in Sanya, Hainan (China), March 8-10 2006 is contained in http://www.3gpp.org/Highlights/TSG31.htm
