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It has recently been pointed out that some of the text of article 35 (which deals with Individual Members' rights to vote) was unclear and open to two divergent interpretations.

Following an exchange of emails on the Working Procedures exploder list (3GPP_WP_GROUP@list.etsi.org) and an informal meeting of interested individuals during SA#33 (Palm Springs), it was determined that the original intention of the drafters of the Working Procedures was that (apart from the exceptional case of a newly established TSG or WG) it was necessary to attend two meetings before the right to cast a vote was established.  That is, an Individual Member organization which gains a place on the voting list by virtue of attending one meeting (and not subsequently being absent for three meetings in a row) may cast a vote at a subsequent meeting if it attends that meeting.  If it does not attend that meeting, it does not have the right to cast a vote by proxy.  The right to vote by proxy is established only after the Individual Member has attended two meetings.
The Group agreed that this original interpretation should persist, and the text of article 35 was agreed to be changed as shown in the accompanying file.

Since it is likely that TSG CT will hold a vote on a technical issue at its meeting in December 2006, and that TSG officials elections are due in March 2007, it is imperative that article 35 is clarified before any further voting takes place.
Thus, the PCG is requested to approve this change of text.







