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2 October 2006

To the Operating Partners of the Third Generation Partnership Project 

Dr. Kohei Satoh – Association of Radio Industries and Businesses (ARIB)

Dr. Asok Chatterjee – Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions(ATIS)

Dr. Walter Weigel – European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI)

Dr. Kyu-Jin Wee – Telecommunications Technology Association (TTA)

Ms. Wang Zhiqin – China Communications Standards Association (CCSA)

Mr. Nobuhiro Horisaki – Telecommunication Technology Committee (TTC)

Subject: Prevention of a Fragmented 3GPP IP Multimedia Subsystem (IMS)

On behalf of its Board of Directors, the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry 
Solutions, 
Inc. (ATIS) commends the Third Generation Partnership Project 
(3GPP) for its work on Technical Specifications and Technical Reports for a third 
Generation
 Mobile System based on the evolved GSM core network, and in 
particular, for its extensive work on the development of IP Multimedia 
Subsystems (IMS) specifications in support of the wireless industry. This work 
has received global recognition and has served both the interests and the needs of 
the wireless community.  

As we are all aware, the realities of the industry are such that the wireline and 
wireless sectors are converging.  And we know that 3GPP-developed IMS 
specifications continue to be broadly adopted by wireline companies, as well as 
wireless companies, for the deployment of a converged next generation network 
(NGN). As we have observed, this is resulting in divergent views and needs 
regarding the requirements for IMS.  

ATIS, as a 3GPP Organizational Partner (OP), believes it is timely for the 3GPP 
to engage in a dialogue that will ensure that the needs of all industry stakeholders 
are being met for IMS specifications. We believe this dialogue should consider 
the converging marketplace and the developing diverse set of IMS requirements 
in the context of the need for a single global IMS specification for the converged 
NGN.   

ATIS believes that timely consideration of this concern will continue the 
important efforts of the 3GPP and enhance its standing as the focal point for the 
development of IMS specifications.   

We look forward to dialogue on this topic with the 3GPP.  We know that 3GPP 
has held its IMS Evolution and Alignment Workshop on September 28-29, 2006. 


And we recognize that it may have output from this workshop which will advance this dialogue. 
It is our hope that this dialogue will begin in earnest at the October 2006 Project Coordination Group meeting.
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Sincerely, 

Susan M. Miller




William L. Smith
President & CEO




Chairman, ATIS Board of Directors






BellSouth Corporation CTO

cc:  ATIS Board of Directors
      Adrian Scrase – European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI) 
                  Secretary, Project Coordination Group – 3GPP
      Henry Cushieri – 3GPP2 Senior Director
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