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1 Introduction

Successful 3G services require wide availability of interoperable terminals. In order to ensure interoperability between networks and terminals timely development of unambiguous conformance test suite is essential. TTCN provides one of the best approaches for unambiguous test suites. In addition, the funding of teams of experts has proved to be the most efficient and cost-effective way to develop TTCN specifications compared to voluntary committee contributions. MCC Task 160 was set up to facilitate such needs. 

PCG approved 78MM budget initially for MCC Task 160. Original estimate was overrun due to maintenance on continuing changes in R99 core specifications. PCG approved additional 116MM budget to cover REL-4 and REL-5 test cases in addition to REL-99 test cases for activities extending to 2003. As of March 2002, 600 TTCN Test Cases are developed under MCC Task 160 and can be downloaded from the server. Verification database is also maintained by MCC and problems are continuously being reported and fixed.

As most operators will launch UMTS based on the R99 specifications, TSG-T and RAN had some discussions since the end of 2001 on the possible and necessary adaptation of the test specifications and its implementation in terms of test cases. In recent TSG#15 meeting in Jeju Island , TSG-T and RAN had jointly decided that Prose/TTCN test cases should be based on March 2002 version of the R99 core specs and should in the future always be based on the latest version of the core specifications.
Tentatively TTCN Test Cases had been developed based on June’01 R99 Core specification. The updating of the TTCN to newer versions of the core specifications was not foreseen at the time of estimating the requirements for funding. It was identified that the updating to the March 2002 version will require an additional 15MM resource. T1 also identified that GERAN to UTRAN Inter-RAT TTCN Test Case implementation, which is under GERAN responsibility, will require 6MM resource. TSG-T decided at its recent meeting that voluntary contribution must be sought first to meet these additional resource requirement. 

TSG-T has been seeking voluntary contributions from member companies since continued financial support from SDOs is difficult. However, the effort has not been very successful other than 6 MM voluntary contribution from Motorola in the past.

During SA#15 discussion, the possibility of obtaining voluntary contributions from GSMA was mentioned and recently GSMA circulated a letter containing such intension. (See attached letter.)

PCG is invited to discuss the matter to help raising additional resource for MCC Task 160 with voluntary contributions.

