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1. Overall Description 

The "5G Alliance for Connected Industries and Automation" (5G-ACIA) has been formally 

established on April 3rd, 2018, in Frankfurt/Main, and publicly announced during Hannover 

Messe on April 24th, 2018. It generally strives to establish 5G in the industrial domain and to 

make 5G for industry a success story.  

 

5G-ACIA brings together leading players from both the industrial domain and the ICT domain 

on a global level. The current 34 members are: ABB, Audi, Beckhoff, Bosch, Deutsche Tel-

ekom, German Research Centre for Artificial Intelligence (DFKI), Endress+Hauser, Ericsson, 

Festo, Fraunhofer Gesellschaft, GHMT, Harting, Hirschmann Automation & Control, Huawei, 

Infineon, Institute for Industrial Information Technology (inIT), Institute for Automation and 

Communication (ifak), Intel, Korea Electronics Technology Institute, MC Technologies, 

Mitsubishi, Nokia, NXP, Pepperl+Fuchs, Phoenix Contact, Qualcomm, R3 - Reliable 

Realtime Radio Communications, Rohde & Schwarz, Siemens, Trumpf, TZI – Center for 

Computing and Communication Technologies, Vodafone, Weidmüller, and Yokogawa. It is 

expected that the number of member organisations will further increase during the coming 

weeks and months. 
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5G-ACIA has currently five active working groups, which are: 

 

 WG 1: Use cases and requirements 

 WG 2: Spectrum and operator models 

 WG 3: Architecture and technology 

 WG 4: Liaisons and dissemination 

 WG 5: Validation and test 

 

5G-ACIA does not intend to develop own standards, but to support other ongoing standard-

ization as well as regulatory activities in an optimal way by bringing in a consolidated view 

of the 5G-ACIA members. In this respect, 3GPP plays a particularly important role, as re-

flected by various previous liaison statements between 5G-ACIA and 3GPP as well as a 

variety of 3GPP contributions that have been pre-aligned within 5G-ACIA.  

 

More details can be found on the 5G-ACIA website at www.5g-acia.org as well as in the 

recently published 5G-ACIA white paper, which can be downloaded at https://www.5g-

acia.org/fileadmin/5G-ACIA/Publikationen/Whitepaper_5G_for_Connected_Indus-

tries_and_Automation/5G-for-Connected-Industries-and-Automation-White-Paper.pdf. 

 

 

2. Actions 

 

In order to further strengthen the ties between 5G-ACIA and 3GPP and in order to support 

the future collaboration, 5G-ACIA would like to apply to become a 3GPP Market Represen-

tation Partner (MRP).  

 

5G-ACIA expects to be able to greatly support 3GPP by: 

 

 Bringing in a consolidated view on market requirements of the industrial domain 

 Evaluating 3GPP technologies, concepts and architectures 

 Identifying white spots that should be considered in future releases 

 

To this end, it should be noted that 5G-ACIA is consensus-oriented, so that any official 5G-

ACIA positions have to be approved by all members. This ensures an adequate reflection 

of the whole ecosystem of 5G in the industrial domain and may simplify corresponding dis-

cussions in 3GPP thanks to a pre-consolidation of individual views and positions. 
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5G-ACIA believes to satisfy all obligations as outlined in Article 7 of the 3GPP Working Pro-

cedures. In particular, 5G-ACIA: 

 

 Has the potential to bring in a consensus view on market requirements of the indus-

trial domain thanks to the reflection of the whole ecosystem in its membership, in-

cluding leading stakeholders from both the OT and the ICT industry. 

 Does neither have the goal nor the capability to define own standards within the 3GPP 

scope. 

 Has fully committed to 5G and thus part of the 3GPP scope, as can be seen from the 

main objectives of the organization. 

 Is ready to sign the partnership agreement once this request to become a 3GPP MRP 

has been approved by the 3GPP PCG. 

 

5G-ACIA kindly requests 3GPP PCG to consider this application to become a 3GPP MRP 

and to get back to 5G-ACIA regarding the next steps at its earliest convenience. 

 

 

3. Date of Next 5G-ACIA Plenary Meetings 

 

 08 – 09 October 2018, Frankfurt/Main, Germany 

 03 – 04 December 2018, Frankfurt/Main, Germany 


