19
	3GPP OP#47 Virtual Meeting
27 April 2022

	3GPP OP#47(22)015
20 Apr 2022
page 1 of 1



Source:	MHSG convenor (Balazs Bertenyi)
Title:	Hardship exemption handling
Agenda item:	3

	Decision
	X

	Discussion
	

	Information
	


Document for:

Introduction
PCG email-approved the proposals from the Working Procedures Ad-hoc regarding the amendments to the voting rights accrual mechanism. 
Recommendation 3 of these new amendments covers the Hardship Exemption, i.e., a mechanism to avoid penalizing OPs for allowing f2f meetings to occur. The following new clause was added to Annex I section 35:
[bookmark: _Toc17386054][bookmark: _Toc40450098][bookmark: _Toc53060362][bookmark: _Toc53060484]35.x:	OP Voting Rights Hardship Exemption
For an IM belonging to an OP that has a voting rights hardship exemption for a given meeting, then missing the meeting is not counted in the voting rights algorithm.  (In other words, for that IM, it is treated as though the meeting did not occur).  If an IM covered by a voting rights hardship exemption for voting rights does attend the meeting, then it is counted as normal attendance.
If an IM covered by voting rights hardship exemption misses a meeting, there will be a permanent record (e.g., in the relevant meeting report) to note the list of IMs who have the voting rights hardship exemption for that meeting, and the voting rights list will also indicate the voting rights hardship exemption for the relevant meeting.
Voting rights hardship exemptions are granted on a per OP, per meeting basis.
PCG tasked MHSG to handle these Hardship Exemption requests. This contribution proposes a way forward for MHSG to execute this task.
Proposal 
F2F_DM#2 meeting held on 2/March confirmed the plan to hold TSG#96 as F2F meetings. At this F2F_DM#2 several OPs indicated their request for a Hardship Exemption: ARIB, ATIS, CCSA, TSDSI, TTA, TTC all indicated such a request. In addition, ETSI later indicated such a request over email. MHSG#30 formally approved these Hardship Exemptions for all 7 Organizational Partners pertaining to TSG#96 meetings.
In addition, MHSG makes the following remarks to handle such requests in the future:
1. It has been recognized that more exact criteria for Hardship Exemptions is needed for future meetings. It is understood that OPs should have a key role in determining these criteria, hence MHSG could be a suitable sub-group to undertake this exercise.
2. Future Hardship Exemption decisions to be delegated to a sub-group that has appropriate OP participation and understanding of meeting plans, e.g. to the F2F_Decision_Meetings.
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