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What is GCF Certification?

• Standards-based scheme providing an assurance of 
interoperability between wireless devices & mobile 
networks

– 3GPP standards are the basis for GCF certification

– Supplemented with standards from other SDOs

• Complementary to regulatory schemes

• Promotes consensus between operators and manufacturers 
on priorities and timeline for introduction of new device 
features and functionality

• Harmonisation of optional performance testing 
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Operators

• Reduces acceptance testing 
costs and improves time to 
market.

• Saves operating expenditure by 
avoiding network interoperability 
issues impacting services 

• Increases revenue by improving 
customers’ experience of your 
network

• Reduces risk/expense of product 
recalls

Manufacturers

• Increases revenue by reducing 
time to market through use of 
standardized test plans

• Protects investments in brands 
by helping to 

– minimise negative end-user 
experiences from poor Internet 
connections, dropped calls, 
undelivered messages

• Increases revenue by opening 
new sales channels 
– GCF Certification is a requirement of 

acceptance testing of many operators

3

GCF supports an eco-system of test houses &
equipment vendors providing testing services

How does GCF benefit mobile industry?
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• Manufacturers (Full & Associate) 88

– Device & M2M Manufacturers

– 540 devices certified in 2015

• Operators (Full & Associate) 126

– Members include 23 largest international operator groups

• Observers 75

– Test companies supporting manufacturer members

– Component manufacturers, software/app developers 

• Total membership 289

Members include companies from 
all key regions of the world

Who are GCF’s members?

More than 4,000 users of 
the members’ portal 
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• Established in 1999 as a forum by operators, manufacturers 
and other parties

• Since May 2008 incorporated in the United Kingdom as

Global Certification Forum (GCF) Ltd
A PRIVATE COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE AND NOT HAVING A SHARE CAPITAL

a non-profit company funded by membership fees only 

• Articles of Association available at:
http://www.globalcertificationforum.org/images/downloads
/Articles_of_Association_Dec2015.pdf

GCF Legal Status
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http://www.globalcertificationforum.org/images/downloads/Articles_of_Association_Dec2015.pdf
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Recognised Worldwide
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Latest device
Certifications

Certified devices drive the market

New record of 540 devices 
certified in 2015
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The GCF Certification Process

ACE - Assessment Capable Entity    RTO – Recognised Test Organisation                                          DCM - Device Certification Manager
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Collaboration with industry partners
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• Insights into device functionality including priorities being 
requested by/delivered to the market
– Technologies incorporated in multi-mode devices

– Bands deployed in multi-band devices

What does GCF offer as MRP? (1)
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• Insights into life cycles of 3GPP functionalities of different 
maturity

What does GCF offer as MRP? (2)
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• Interoperability issues being raised by members

• Priorities for new technologies and features

• Feedback on testing efficiencies & additional performance

– Test case optimization

– Data throughput

• Regional promotion to the local mobile manufacturing 
industry

– Regional workshops in China and India in 2016

What does GCF offer as MRP? (3)
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• Read more at

www.globalcertificationforum.org

GCF Website
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Globally Trusted Devices for Digital Life 

http://www.globalcertificationforum.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/global-certification-forum-gcf-ltd
https://www.linkedin.com/company/global-certification-forum-gcf-ltd
https://twitter.com/GCF_Certified
https://twitter.com/GCF_Certified

