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1
Introduction

The Funding and Finance Group (FFG) has met once since the last PCG/OP meeting. The meeting took place in Gothenburg, Sweden, on 10 March 2016.  The following were present:
Kazuo Nakamura
(ARIB)

Don Zelmer

(ATIS)

Hao Zhu 

(CCSA)

Marc Grant

(ETSI)

Esthel Lee

(TTA)

Changho Ryoo

(TTA)

Adrian Scrase 

(MCC)

Masa Sumita

(TTC) Chairman

The meeting focused on two main issues; the accountability of the income and expenditure that had taken place during year 2015 and the calculation of Partner payments for 2016. These two issues are addressed in the next two sections.
2 Year 2015 Income and Expenditure
FFG received and reviewed a comprehensive report of the income and expenditure of the Mobile Competence Centre in year 2015. The full report has been submitted to this OP meeting as 3GPP/OP#35(16)04.  This led to a financial summary for year 2015 which is submitted to this OP meeting as 3GPP/OP#35(16)05.  In conclusion, the year end situation is as follows:
Total Income

   5366,000 kEUR
Total Expenditure 
   5205,620 kEUR
2015 Budget Surplus
 160,380 kEUR

FFG recommends that the Partners accept documents 3GPP/OP#35(16)04 and 3GPP/OP#35(16)05 as a true and faithful record of financial transactions in 2015.
Recommendation 1:
FFG recommends that the Partners accept documents 3GPP/OP#35(16)04 and 05 as a true and faithful record of the year 2015 financial transactions.
The remaining funds will be used to offset Partner payments in 2016.
3
Year 2016 Funding
The 2016 MCC support budget was discussed and agreed during OP#34 in Vancouver, Canada (see report of OP#34 given in OP#34(16)07).  
FFG has applied the funding formula to the 2016 budget, taking into account the 2015 budget surplus which had been carried forward and the number of Individual Members declared by each Partner on 7 February 2016.  The contribution that each Partner is required to pay is detailed in document 3GPP/OP#35(16)06.
Recommendation 2:
FFG recommends that the Partners approve the payments required as given in 3GPP/OP#35(16)06, which have been calculated in accordance with the budget set by OP#34.
4
Orientation of 2017 budget

FFG held a brief discussion on the budget requirements for 2017.  It was noted that the volume of work in 3GPP remains high (and even increasing in some areas) and there is no indication to show that this will change in 2015.
It was noted that the rise in number of meeting has led to an overspend of the travel budget in 2015.  It was also noted that more ad hoc meetings are being proposed by the TSGs for which MCC support is requested.  If MCC support is to be provided to the growing number of ad hoc meetings then this will have a budgetary impact in terms of travel costs.  FFG proposes to revisit this item at its next meeting at which point in time expenditure figures will be available for the first half of 2016, in order to better assess the financial impact.

FFG also took note of the ongoing discussions surrounding the selection of a name for 3GPP’s 5G specifications.  If it is decided to use external consultancy services for this work then the financial impact would need to be taken into account.
FFG will prepare at its September meeting a draft 2017 budget, which is expected to be of a similar magnitude to that in 2016.  
5
FFG activity in 2016
FFG has planned on further meeting for 2016:

22 September 2016, New Orleans, US (starting at 14.00)
(co-located with TSGs)
