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INFOCOMMUNICATION SERVICES MARKET PARTICIPANTS UNION (INFOCOMMUNICATION UNION) was created as a result of reorganization of the Third Generation Telecommunication Networks Operators Association (3G Association) which was established in 1999 by the major Russian mobile networks operators.
UNION MISSION: promotion of implementation of perspective technologies, creation of conditions for the further development of the infocommunication market and transition to the Global information society for the fullest satisfaction of population needs in new services.
UNION OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES:
· Promotion of dynamical infocommunication services market development, creation of unified information (service) space and conditions for diligent competition; coordination of the Union participants activity and other parties interested in this field;
· Representation of the Union participants common interests at state authorities interaction; participation in regulatory legal acts development; 
· Participation in working out and realization of concepts on development of infocommunication services market, perspective and existing networks; R&D organization and supervision; 
· Creation of conditions for perspective infocommunication technologies and services implementation, promotion of perspective and existing networks integration, recommendations development on improvement in radio-frequency spectrum usage effectiveness;
· International cooperation organization, participation in recommendations and contributions development of Telecom Administration of the Russian Federation in the field of infocommunication technologies and services evolution;
· Provision of information interaction of the Union participants.
THE UNION MEMBERS include the major Russian mobile networks operators – VimpelCom, Delta Telecom, MegaFon, Mobile TeleSystems, Moskovskaya Sotovaya Svyaz.

ASSOCIATED MEMBERS include 44 companies and organizations:

· Cellular & long-distance, fixed & transit networks operators –

    Association of regional mobile operators (Association-800), Multiregional TransitTelecom, Synterra, Tele2,

    TT mobile, Equant;

· Research-and-development, research-and-production and engineering organizations – Gyprosvyaz, Gyprosvyaz SPb, GSPI RTV, Intellect Telecom, LONIIS, NIIR, NIRIT, SPC Geyser, STC Atlas, ZNIIS;

· Vendors – Alcatel-Lucent, Ericsson, Huawei, Motorola, NEC, Nokia Siemens Networks, Qualcomm, ZTE;

· System integrators - АМТ Group, Demos, ELVIS-PLUS, Bercut, RNT, RayCom Wireless;
· Content and service providers and software development companies, SIM vendors – ALT Linux Solutions, EastWind, Euroset, Giesecke and Devrient Technology, Inform-mobil, MATRIX telecom, NMT, Peter-Service, CBOSS;
· Investment and consulting companies, financial and credit organizations, conference and exhibition organizers – bank “Tavrichesky”,  infor-media Russia, J'son and Partners, RTAMC, “Sviaz-Bank”.
OFFICIAL PARTNERS: ITU-T, ECC, ETSI, GSA, GSMA, OMA, UMTS Forum, CDG, World DMB Forum, IA450, Wireless Ukraine, GRFC, IPI RAN, MTUCI. 

R&D RESULTS: 

· Principles of 3G networks construction in Russia have been developed, transit networks requirements;

· Experimental researches in the fragments of the 3G network test zone have been conducted;

· Recommendations on 2 GHz frequency range releasing and propositions on frequency bands allocation among 3G operators have been developed; 

· Under the decisions of State Committee on Radiofrequencies requirements for frequency and distance separation have been approved and radio frequency bands for 3G implementation in Russia have been determined;

· Principles and order of 3G licensing in Russia have been developed;

· Concept of the Russian 3G services market formation has been developed;

· Principles of 3G networks cooperative usage by several operators have been determined, MVNO test zone has been deployed; suggestions on MVNO activity provision in Russia have been developed;

· Conceptual statements on convergent development of cellular and BWA networks in Russia has been developed;

· Project of 3G networks information security concept has been developed;

· System project of electronic payment platform has been developed;

· Certification order has been determined and UMTS equipment application rules have been developed.
23 October 2006 the State Committee on Radiofrequencies made a decision to allocate frequency bands of 1935-1980 MHz, 2010-2025 MHz and 2125-2170 MHz for IMT-2000/UMTS mobile networks deployment on the Russian Federation territory. This decision has become a kind of final result of in-depth work of 3G Association to prepare the implementation of the third generation telecommunication networks in Russia.     The Infocommunication Union’s researches results formed the basis for making the state decisions to conduct 3G tender in Russia. 26 December 2006 Rossvyaz, the Federal Communications Agency, announced tender rules for getting licenses to provide 3G services in Russia. On 20 April 2007 the results on 3G tender on operators activity licensing in IMT-2000/UMTS standard networks have been determined. At the press conference the Commission’s Chairman Alexander Krupnov announced the winners: MegaFon, Mobile TeleSystems  and  VimpelCom.  At the present time operators have started UMTS networks deployment on the whole territory of the Russian Federation.
For the last seven years 3G Association has done in-depth preparations to promote the third generation networks communication technologies in Russia. It’s time to go ahead! 3G Association activity should be oriented on market development of new infocommunication services in conditions of fixed and mobile communication convergence, broadband wireless access, Internet and television and radio broadcasting. In November 2006 the state registration has been made to change the name of 3G Association  into Infocommunication Services Market Participants Union - Infocommunication Union. 
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