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1
Introduction

The Funding and Finance Group (FFG) has met once since the last PCG/OP meeting. The meeting took place in Riga, Latvia on 18 September 2007, collocated with the 3GPP TSG meetings.  The following were present
Asok Chatterjee 
(Acting Chairman, ATIS) 
Ms Liang

(CCSA)
Hyub Choi

(TTA)
Takeshi Sugiyama
(TTC) 
Yuichi Kihata

(ARIB)
Kari Lang 

(ETSI)

Adrian Scrase 

(MCC)

The meeting focused on two main issues; the accountability of the expenditure that had taken place during year the first half of year 2007 and the preparation of a draft budget for 2008. These two issues are addressed in the next two sections.
2 Expenditure to June 2007
FFG received and reviewed a comprehensive status report of the expenditure incurred by the Mobile Competence Centre for the first half of 2007.  For completeness, the status report has been submitted to this OP meeting for information [3GPP/OP#18(07)05].

Whilst reviewing the Status Report, FFG noted that expenditure was being well controlled and that the year end prediction indicated that 3GPP would close within its prescribed budget.
Arising from the status report, is that the unspent contingency from 2006 (349 kEur) had been carried forward to 2007 as a provision for increased resources which may have been needed to cope with transferred IMS activities and for the proposed Marketing and Promotional activity.  At the time of writing, it had not been necessary to use this provision and it was not seen likely that it would be used by the year end.  It is recommended that the Partners decide what to do with this unspent money (i.e., whether it should be returned to the Partners in the form of a credit note or not).

Recommendation 1:
FFG recommends that the Partners decide what to do with the unspent 2006 contingency (i.e., whether to return to the Partners in the form of a credit note or not).
3
Year 2007 draft Budget
FFG has prepared a draft budget for 2008 which can be found in document 3GPP/OP#18(07)06.

3.1
2008 Support Budget

FFG has considered the demands coming from the TSGs and the level of resources available within MCC to satisfy those demands.  
The Support Budget has followed a reducing trend for the past five years but further reduction is now untenable if the level of support service is to be retained.  In addition, there is a level of uncertainty with regard to the 2008 workload.  The LTE work, together with the start of IMT-Advanced activities, could give rise to an increased support demand which cannot be accurately quantified at this stage.  
Taking into account the support demand, the request for new activities to be funded and the current level of uncertainty, FFG proposed the budget described within 3GPP/OP#18(07)06.
FFG recommends that the proposed budget be approved by the Organizational Partners.

Recommendation 2:
FFG recommends that the Partners approve the draft Support Budget for 2008 contained in 3GPP/OP#18(07)06.
3.2
2008 Specific Tasks Budget

There is one request for the funding of a specific task in 2008 which is for the further development of TTCN.  TSG RAN request 754 kEUR for this task which will need to be complemented by extensive voluntary funding.
FFG recommends that the Partners approve this allocation.
Recommendation 3:
FFG recommends that the Partners approve the continued funding of TTCN development within 3GPP to the value of 754 kEUR (supplemented by voluntary contributions if required).
FFG noted that the voluntary contributions required for this task in 2008 amount to 53 man months (equivalent to 689 kEUR) and that there is some uncertainty as to whether this amount will be obtainable.  The Partners should note this situation.
4
Chairmanship of FFG

The FFG Chairman (Yasuo Maruyama, TTC) is no longer available to be the Chairman of FFG and a vote of thanks should be recorded for the work performed during his tenure.  FFG would like to recommend that the tradition of TTC providing the Chairman for this task be maintained, and therefore propose that Mr Takeshi Sugiyama be appointed to this position.
Recommendation 4:
FFG recommends that Mr Takeshi Sugiyama (TTC) be appointed as FFG Chairman.
5
FFG future activity
FFG has planned the following future meeting:

11 March 2008 

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico (collocated with TSGs)










