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Background:

The Third Generation Partnership Project Agreement dated 4 December 1998 is an excellent document that has and continues to well serve the needs of the Organizational Partners and 3GPP itself.  3GPP has a remarkably successful record of developing, improving and evolving mobile systems capabilities and specifications in all aspects required to support a rapidly growing global industry which is delivering significant benefits to the end users.  
The Third Generation Partnership Project Agreement has demonstrated its ability to stand the test of time in a rapidly evolving and high growth industry and continues to be an excellent foundation for the work efforts in all its aspects.  Since 8 years have passed it is prudent to see if any areas of the work within 3GPP and if the current and future needs of the Organizational Partners could benefit from a review of the Agreement.

In performing such a review, it is evident that the Agreement is in the main still fully relevant and can continue to serve the needs of 3GPP itself, the Organizational Partners, and the industry.  In short – the Agreement does not need any major modifications.

However, in order to more fully reflect current and potential work in 3GPP, the scope of the terminology in certain areas of the Agreement could benefit from an update to ensure ongoing alignment and relevancy.

The mandate of 3GPP must reflect not only the 3G actions already under its scope but must also consider the work underway beyond 3G through 3.5G and ultimately 4G, especially in the radio access technologies and core networks. 3GPP should remain preeminent in the rapidly advancing wireless industry in support of the Organizational Partners’ objectives and mission.

Due Process for Modification

Section 5 of the Agreement provides for the process to modify the Agreement and states:
“The present Agreement may only be modified by consensus agreement amongst the signatories.  The signatories shall be given at least 30 days written notice of the proposed modifications.”
According, a proposal to address these areas of terminology is provided.     

Proposal:

That an Annex be created and approved by the signatories of the Third Generation Partnership Project Agreement and thereby become an integral part of the Third Generation Partnership Project Agreement. 
In order to facilitate this change, the suggested Annex (#15) is attached and is provided for approval and signing by the Partners.  This suggested Annex has received legal review.
Alternatively, should the Organizational Partners desire to modify the text directly in the Agreement, in lieu of establishing an Annex to the Agreement, the suggested changes to the Agreement are also provided as an attachment in this contribution with the specific changes highlighted in yellow. Where relevant to the presentation of the proposed changes suggested in this contribution, the language previously adopted in Annex 7 modifying certain portions of the Agreement has been incorporated as un-highlighted track change text.
Annex 15   The Third Generation Partnership Project Agreement is hereby amended as follows:
Where the Third Generation Partnership Project Agreement document of 4 December 1998 indicates the terminology “Third Generation” hereby modified to be “Third Generation and Beyond” or “3rd Generation and Beyond”, or “3G and Beyond” in all instances and in the overall intent and purpose of the Third Generation Partnership Project Agreement. It is the intention that “Third Generation and Beyond” extends through the enhancements to 3G and ultimately includes 4G; especially in the radio access technologies and core networks in support of the Organizational Partners’ objectives.
The Third Generation Partnership Project Agreement of 4 December 1998 is further amended to recognize that current and future development, evolution and specifications of core network, radio access, terminals, and system and service aspects referenced in the Third Generation Partnership Project Agreement can extend to all phases of a Third Generation and Beyond Mobile System and may encompass technology and capability views beyond those expressed in the 4 December 1998 Agreement consistent with the 3GPP evolution supported by the Organizational Partners. 
Authorized by the signatories of the Third Generation Partnership Project Agreement:
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The suggested changes indicated by Annex 15 to the Agreement as provided in this contribution are presented below as track changes (with yellow highlighting) to the 4 December 1998 3GPP Partnership Project Agreement to assist in understanding the changes proposed.  Only the relevant portions that have should be changed to be consistent with the proposed Annex 15 to the Agreement are presented. Where relevant to the presentation of the proposed changes suggested in this contribution, the language previously adopted in Annex 7 modifying certain portions of the Agreement has been incorporated as un-highlighted track change text.
Third Generation Partnership Project Agreement


Officially recognized Standardization Organizations have agreed to work collaboratively for the production of Third Generation and Beyond Mobile System Specifications.  This means for the collaborative activity has been provided for in the form of a Partnership Project.  The Partners in this Partnership project are signatories to this Third Generation Partnership project agreement, hereafter referred to as the Agreement.

CONSIDERING THAT:

The Partners have agreed to co-operate in the production of globally applicable Technical Specifications and Technical Reports for a 3rd Generation and Beyond Mobile System based on evolved open core networks and the radio access technologies that they support (i.e., Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (UTRA) both Frequency Division Duplex (FDD) and Time Division Duplex (TDD) modes.

…….. (this part of the text not changed but must reflect the Annex 7 language)  

2 GENERAL

2.1 Purpose of 3GPP

The purpose of 3GPP is to prepare, approve and maintain globally applicable Technical Specifications and Technical Reports for a 3rd Generation and Beyond Mobile System Based on evolved open core networks and the radio access technologies supported by the Partners (i.e., UTRA both FDD and TDD modes) to be transposed by the Organizational Partners into appropriate deliverables (e.g., standards). It is the intention that Third Generation and Beyond extends through the enhancements to 3G and ultimately includes 4G; especially in the radio access technologies and core networks in support of the Organizational Partners’ objectives.…….. 
(this part of the text not changed but must reflect the existing Annex 7 language)  ……..

2.3 Scope and Objectives of 3GPP

3GPP shall prepare, approve and maintain the necessary set of Technical Specifications and Technical Reports for a 3rd Generation and Beyond Mobile System including:

-
UTRAN and Beyond (including UTRA, in frequency Division Duplex (FDD) 
time Division Duplex (TDD) mode)s;
- 
3GPP Core Network and Beyond (Third Generation and Beyond networking capabilities evolved from GSM.  These capabilities include mobility management, global roaming, and utilization of Internet Protocols);

-
Terminals for access to the above (including specifications for a UIM); and

-
System and service aspects.

3GPP shall prepare, approve and maintain the necessary set of Technical Specifications and Technical Reports for:

-
the Global System for Mobile communication (GSM) including GSM evolved radio access technologies (e.g. General Packet Radio Service (GPRS) and Enhanced Data rates for GSM Evolution (EDGE)).

3GPP shall consider the long-term evolution and Beyond
The Technical Specifications and Technical Reports shall be developed in view of global roaming and circulation of terminals.

The set of 3GPP Technical Specifications and Technical Reports for the phase of the 3GPP core network and specifications for the GSM core network should be common to the greatest extent possible and should not be unnecessarily different.

The results of the 3GPP work shall form the basis of member contributions to the ITU in accordance with existing procedures.

3GPP shall take account of emerging ITU recommendations on interworking between IMT-2000 family members.

In the framework of agreed relationships, the 3GPP Technical Specifications and Technical Reports will form the basis of standards, or parts of standards, of the Organizational Partners.
The Organizational Partners further recognize that the current and future development, evolution and specification of core network, radio access, terminals, and system and service aspects referenced in the Third Generation Partnership Project Agreement can extend to all phases of a Third Generation and Beyond Mobile System, and may encompass technology and capability views beyond those of Third Generation consistent with the 3GPP evolution supported by the Organizational Partners.…….. (this part of the text not changed)  ……..

