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1
Decision/action requested

In this box give a very clear / short /concise statement of what is wanted.
2
References

[1]
S3-244491: "Rel-20 Planning"
[2]

SP-240952: "Planning Details for 6G Workshop and 5G-Advanced in Rel-20"

[3]
SP-241391: "New SID on 6G Use Cases and Service Requirements"
3
Rationale

During the last meeting, the SA3 leadership brought to the group's attention the need for input to the 5G advanced workshop to be held during the upcoming SA plenary meeting. This was highlighted in S3-244491 [1]. In relation to this, the following feedback is provided.
For the Rel-20 TU budget, one can reuse the same estimate of 17 TUs per meeting and then count the number of meetings in a similar manner to how it was done for Rel-19. The figure below shows the agreed timelines for Rel-20 by taking the 5GA work as well as the 6G studies into consideration. In our view, the work on 5GA is critical for fulfilling the deployment requirements and meeting new market opportunities before 6G could be deployed. Therefore, the TU budget needs to be carefully allocated between 5GA work and 6G studies. In this regard, we consider that allocating more or less 2/3 of Rel-20 TUs budget 5GA work would be appropriate to address security requirement identified in growing 5GA deployments.
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Figure 3-1: Rel-20 Timeline for 5GA and 6G
SA1 6G study has been approved in the last plenary in SP-241391 [3] and is expected to conclude in March 2026. For stage 2 the SA2 study is expected to be approved in June 2025. Consequently, when to start discussing related security work highly depends on other working groups but after the September plenary seems reasonable. 
On how to structure the 6G studies, we propose to discuss this later over a conference call ahead of the March 2025 workshop. That is when such input is expected according to [2].
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