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1. Introduction

There have been many discussions in GERAN2 and SA2 groups on possible GERAN simplification for MBMS. In particular it has been proposed to restrict MBMS data distribution to point-to-multipoint data distribution only.

2. Discussion

Use of MBMS distribution mechanism for an existing point-to-point service:

An existing service using point-to-point distribution mechanism could be replaced with MBMS distribution mechanism in order to share radio resources amongst multiple users when the service is very popular.
In that case, it is relatively easily to determine number of interested users in certain areas based on current success of the equivalent point-to-point service and if the service is really popular, to simplify data distribution to be only point-to-multipoint.

Nevertheless, if there are holes in which the number of interested users is less important or may vary, systematic usage of point-to-multipoint data distribution will have the following drawbacks:
· Systematic use of too much radio resources compared to point-to-point distribution with power control
· Lack of power control possibility may bring a lower quality compared to initial point-to-point distribution of the service obtained before MBMS.
We think that it could be in an Operator interest to replace a very popular point-to-point service with MBMS to use its distribution mechanism capabilities but it is not in its interest to take the risk to consume to more radio resources compared to initial service and to unsatisfy some users regarding the obtained quality.

As a consequence, point-to-multipoint should not be the only method used to distribute MBMS data.

Introduction of a new MBMS service:

When a completely new MBMS service is introduced, interest of users in the service is not well known. Compared to the replacement of an existing point-to-point service, it will be more difficult to estimate in advance:

· number of interested users
· number of interested users in certain areas

· number of available MBMS user equipments

We think that at a start of a new service, number of interested users may be small so that data distribution in a point-to-point way should be possible from the service start.

3. Conclusion
We propose that both GERAN and UTRAN groups continue to work on both point-to-point and point-to-multipoint MBMS data distribution mechanisms.
































































































