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Thank you for the recent response from 3GPP CN4 to the liaison from the

European Numbering Forum regarding the assignment of E.164 numbers to GPRS

or UMTS terminals operating in data-only mode.

The response revealed that our liaison was not as clear as it should have

been, in that the reference to non-voice communications should, instead,

have been to services and protocols that do not use E.164 numbers.

In our view, specialised mobile terminals are expected to be increasingly

used for machine-to-machine communications, potentially including telemetry

from vending machines to product distribution centres, and telemetry from

vehicles. It is possible that such applications will become very common, and

that the numbers of mobile terminals involved will be very great. Although

the level of penetration of such applications cannot easily be estimated, it

is possible that they could consume very significant quantities of E.164

numbers.

Accordingly, the European Numbering Forum would appreciate if CN4 could

indicate whether E.164 numbers need to be assigned to terminals that do not

support E.164 numbers and, if so, why the E.164 numbers are needed.

On a related matter, you may have an interest in a draft Recommendation of

the CEPT Electronic Communications Committee (ECC), recently prepared by the

ECC project team responsible for numbering, that states that E.164 numbers

should not be assigned for use by data-only mobile terminals. A copy of this

draft Recommendation is attached.

At its meeting last week (week 42), ETSI SPAN11 NAR also considered this issue and

resolved that it did not offer any support at present to the assignment of

E.164 numbers to mobile terminals that are not intended to use E.164

numbers.
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