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1 Decision/action requested

Discuss the motivation for this change of new fetch capabilities
2
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3
Background
Current Basic CM IRP [1] allows IRPManager using only one request to fetch a set of IOC instance detailed information where all set members are subordinated instances of a base instance, identified by IRPManager in an input parameter of the fetch operation.  Instance‑X is a subordinated instance of instance‑Y if and only if instance-Y names-contains directly or indirectly instance‑X.

Current Basic CM IRP does not support a similar capability for IRPManager to fetch a set of IOC instance detailed information where set members are related to the base instance, not via name-containment relation but via aggregation or association relations.  

It is noted that the above two paragraphs applied to all NRM IRPs and not simply applicable to SuM NRM IRP.

4
Discussion
4.1 UC for the need of the new fetch capability

NRM IRP defined IOCs do not have an attribute that contains identifiers (e.g. DN) of the IOC instance name-contained instances.  

So, IRPManager, knowing only the DN of an instance, say A, cannot know the DNs of A's name-contained instances; and cannot retrieve the attributes of A's name-contained instances one by one.  

Subsequently, Basic CM IRP supports an operation, getMOAttributes (...), allowing IRPManager providing just the DN of A, to retrieve all attributes of instances that are name-contained by A.

IRPManager, knowing only the DN of an instance, say A, cannot currently by providing just the DN of A, retrieve all attributes of instances that are aggregated/associated by A.  
Subsequently, NRM IRP defined IOCs with aggregated/associated IOCs have an attribute that contains identifiers (e.g. DN) of the IOC instance’s aggregation/association-related instances.  So, IRPManager can know the DNs of A's aggregated/associated instances and retrieve all attributes of those instances one by one via the operation, getMOAttributes (...).
As we know that:

· This capability is not easy to specify given aggregated-relation/associated-relation can be cyclic (e.g. A->B->C->A or A<->B<->C);

· Allowing such capability for aggregation or association relations can save the interactions (between IRPManager and IRPAgent) but at the same time it will make NRM IRP XML definitions and IRPAgent internal logic more complex; 
We would like to investigate first if there is any Use Case to justify the strong need for such new capability in Basic CM IRP. 
