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Attachments:
S5-100908 Correction on data integrity in IMS charging

1. Overall Description:

SA5 has considered an issue related to charging correlation based on char-set based parameters conveyed in SIP for which no length guidance is provided. For example, the IMS Charging Identifier (ICID) is generated by one IMS network element (e.g. the P-CSCF) and forwarded via SIP signalling to other IMS network elements (e.g. S-CSCF then Application Server). Depending on the implementation, the IMS network element which receives the ICID in the P-Charging-Vector may not support the length of the value which was generated by another IMS network element and encoded in the SIP signalling. In practice the received data value can be shortened due to hardware limitation before being sent to charging domain. Consequently, the operators cannot perform a correct correlation based on such parameters (e.g. ICID). This problem has been experienced in multi-vendors implementations.

SA5 would like to inform CT1 and SA2 that a requirement to maintain data integrity when forwarding to charging domain was agreed in TS 32.260 during SA5#70 (see attached CR). However we would like CT1 and SA2 to provide feedback on how this requirement could be also met when IMS network element forward information in SIP headers (e.g. ICID in the P-Charging-Vector) and also to check the data integrity requirement in their specifications.

2. Actions:

To CT1 and SA2 group.

ACTION: 
SA5 asks CT1 and SA2 groups to consider if the data integrity requirement is covered in their specifications and to take appropriate countermeasure if needed. 
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