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Broadband Forum Liaison To:

3GPP TSG SA WG5 (Telecom Management)
Mr. Christian TOCHE
(christian.toche@huawei.com)

Mr. Taka Yoshizawa
(taka.yoshizawa@thomson.com)

From:

Mr. Gavin Young

Technical Committee Chair

(gavin.young@cw.com)

Liaison Communicated By: Douglas Knisely (dknisely@airvana.com)
Date: 17 September 2009.

Subject: Response to 3GPP SA5 liaisons to Broadband Forum September, 2009 meeting.
Dear Christian,

The Broadband Forum BroadbandHome working group has discussed the liaisons and contributions from 3GPP SA5 that were contributed to our September, 2009 meeting by Taka Yoshizawa on behalf of 3GPP SA5 (formal liaisons bbf2009.850.00 (3GPP SA5 S5-093551), bbf2009.718.00 (3GPP SA5 S5-093162) and contributions bbf2009.701.00, bbf2009.702.00, bbf2009.703.00, bbf2009.704.00, and bbf2009.723.00).
As a general comment, BroadbandHome would like to refer 3GPP SA5 to our procedures for handling DEPRECATED and OBSOLETED object, parameter, or parameter values in cases where changes to specifications (e.g., in a new amendment) affect backward compatibility.  These are specified in BBF TR-106, section 2.4.  Based on these procedures, we have proposed some revisions to your proposed changes to be included in a future amendment of TR-196 as follows:

· bbf2009.701.00 (proposed correction to the UARFCNSelfConfigEnable and HNBIdentifier attributes):


Response:  BroadbandHome accepts 3GPP’s expertise that the first change is required technically.  However, there appears to be a technical error in the proposed revision.  The current TR-196 definition of UARFCNSelfConfigEnable refers to .CellConfig.UMTS.RAN.CSG.UARFCNDLList, which is a valid object in the data model.  The revised text would refer to .CellConfig.UMTS.RAN.FDDFAP.UARFCNDLList, which is not in the data model.  Therefore we need clarification on the intended change.


The second proposed change breaks backward compatibility by changing not only the interpretation of an attribute, but by changing the name of the attribute.  We recommend that you consider revising the proposed change to add a new attribute with the name and definition as you have proposed (i.e., HNBName), and text can be added to TR-196 to mark the existing HNBIdentifier attribute as DEPRECATED.  At some later point, the attribute can be marked as OBSOLETED if that is appropriate.  This seems to satisfy the intention of 3GPP SA5.


BroadbandHome accepts 3GPP’s expertise that the third change is technically valid.  The proposed change can be incorporated into the next amendment to TR-196.  We note that the editor needs to supply the full bibliographic information for new reference [x] (3GPP-TS.25.469).


The fourth proposed change breaks backward compatibility by changing the name of the attribute.  We recommend that you consider revising the proposed change to add a new attribute with the name and definition as you have proposed (i.e., PowerRampStepUp), and text can be added to the next amendment to TR-196 to mark the existing PowerRampSetup attribute as DEPRECATED.  At some later point, the attribute can be marked as OBSOLETED if that is appropriate.  This seems to satisfy the intention of 3GPP SA5.


· bbf2009.702.00 (proposed changes to TR-196 Annex B):


Response:  BroadbandHome accepts 3GPP’s expertise that this change is technically valid.  Adding a new vendor specific event type requires that text be provided for all of the columns in TR-069 Table 7 (preferably as a new row in the format of that table).  Stylistically and editorially, we also recommend that event code names be shorter than the proposed strings, if possible.


· bbf2009.703.00 (proposed new Annex D (“Theory of Operation”):


Response:  BroadbandHome accepts 3GPP’s expertise that this change is technically valid.  We assume that 3GPP SA5 is endorsing this as a working draft for the new Annex for review and comment.  We note that since this text is meant to be informative, it should be included as an Appendix rather than as an Annex (which is normative).  A cursory review also indicates that the scope for some relative-to-root pathnames for parameters should be clarified.  Editorially, an appendix does not normally include a Table of Contents and that should be deleted.  The proposed Annex D can be incorporated into the next amendment of TR-196, subject to a complete editorial review.


· bbf2009.718.00 (3GPP SA5 S5-093162) and bbf2009.704.00 (removal of the LIPA object from TR-196):


Response:  BroadbandHome accepts 3GPP’s expertise that these objects (FAPService.{i}.AccessMgmt.LocalIPAccess and FAPService.{i}.AccessMgmt. LocalIPAccess.Rules.{i}) are no longer recommended to be used in implementations based on TR-196.  In this case, it seems appropriate to add text to TR-196 indicating that the FAPService.{i}. AccessMgmt.LocalIPAccess and FAPService.{i}.AccessMgmt. LocalIPAccess.Rules.{i} objects have been DEPRECATED.  At some later point, the objects can be marked as OBSOLETED.  We believe this will satisfy 3GPP SA5’s intention by strongly discouraging newer implementations based on subsequent amendments of TR-196 from utilizing the object.


Additionally, 3GPP SA5 has requested that Broadband Forum indicate the “future revision and publication schedule of the data model document” (TR-196).  At this point, it seems clear that a new amendment of TR-196 should be initiated so that BroadbandHome can begin to work on and approve proposed changes.  We will take the appropriate steps to initiate this work project and include the new amendment of TR-196 in our workplan.  We believe that the schedule and milestones for such a project should be negotiated jointly with 3GPP SA5.  Once 3GPP SA5 indicates a projected cutoff date after which BBF should no longer be receiving new proposed changes against the new amendment of TR-196, we will respond with a plan for straw and final ballots, along with a complete workplan.
· bbf2009.723.00 (“Change of HNB max transmit power range in TR-196”):


Response:  BroadbandHome accepts 3GPP’s expertise that this change is technically valid.  The proposed changes break backward compatibility by changing not only the interpretation of an attribute, but by changing the allowable range for the attribute.    We recommend that you consider revising the proposed change to add new attributes with new names and the definitions as you have proposed (i.e., for MaxFAPTxPower and MaxFAPTxPowerInUse), and text can be added to TR-196 to mark the existing MaxFAPTxPower and MaxFAPTxPowerInUse attributes as DEPRECATED.  At some later point, the objects can be marked as OBSOLETED.  This seems to satisfy the intention of 3GPP SA5.

BroadbandHome recommends that we work together with 3GPP SA5 to develop a working process for amendments to TR-196 that preserve the following principles:

1) Changes in new amendments to published specifications are to be done in a manner that preserves backward compatibility except under extraordinary circumstances.  This reflects our experience with the deployment of CPE-type devices that are based on a published specification and often cannot easily be updated once they are deployed (and are often deployed in large numbers).
2) Minor corrections via errata can be done if and only if there is a true technical flaw that renders the published specification unimplementable or clearly ambiguous (thus creating clear interoperability problems).
3) Deletion of attributes or entire objects should not, in general, be done in BBF specifications.  Instead, it is preferred to use the method of marking attributes or objects as DEPRECATED or OBSOLETED per TR-106.

4) Informative clarifications that assist with the interpretation and usage of management objects (e.g., the proposed Appendix D) do not affect backward compatibility and are therefore generally acceptable.

5) Adding new parameters and objects is generally acceptable.
The Broadband Forum is looking forward to continuing our collaborative effort to extend and amend TR-196 in order to satisfy the needs of the 3GPP HNB and HeNB OAM&P capabilities.
Sincerely,

Gavin Young
Technical Committee Chair

CC:
Robin Mersh, Broadband Forum COO (rmersh@broadband-forum.org)

Jaume Rius I Riu, BBF Liaison officer to 3GPP (jaume.rius.i.riu@ericsson.com)
Greg Bathrick, Co-Chair BroadbandHome Working Group (Greg_Bathrick@pmc-sierra.com) 

Heather Kirksey, Co-Chair BroadbandHome Working Group (hkirksey@motive.com)

Jason Walls, Vice Chair, BroadbandHome Working Group (jwalls@iol.unh.edu) 
Date of Upcoming Broadband Forum Meetings

	DATES
	LOCATION

	30 November – 4 December, 2009
	Budapest, Hungary

	8th March – 12th March, 2010
	Florence, Italy


Note: A list of upcoming meetings can be found at http://www.broadband-forum.org/meetings/upcomingmeetingsataglance.php
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