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1
Decision/action requested

Presentation and discussion regarding the market need and business case of Rc interface specification framework.

2
References

3GPP TS 32.2825: "Telecommunication management; Charging management; Rc reference point study".

3
Rationale

Current operation status

The Online charging interface Ro has been deployed successfully in multi vendor environments. This has been reached without any specification of the Rc interface and even without a full specification of the Re interface. Since Rc and Re are OCF internal reference points, vendor specific solutions are in existence and work perfectly.

The study so far has provided one option how to standardize the Rc interface.

The implementation and substitution of existing internal interfaces by limited standardized functionality would influence the operator business. A standard interface will restrict functionality to a common denominator that can be agreed in standardization while operators may want to distinguish themselves with more advanced charging solutions.

Use case and Business aspects

The Online Charging System (OCS) with all internal functions was assigned as one logical entity. Requirements or business reasons to change the current specification are neither known nor listed in the current version of the study. 

So far, the declaration has been that there may be a use case but this has not been specific. So the group has not been able to analyze within the study item if a standard Rc would actually address requirements best or if other solutions are conceivable or even preferable. 

The provision of a stringent use case and the business reason to rationalize the standardization of the Rc interface is strongly recommended.
4
Detailed proposal

It is proposed to add the following text into the empty chapter of TR 32.825.

7
Conclusions and Recommendations
7.1
Conclusions
The essential work on use case description or business opportunity description should be started first. Otherwise, the benefit of the standardization of an OCF internal Rc interface will not be apparent and will prevent actual deployments.

7.2
Recommendations 

The specification on Rc interface is currently not recommended.

















































































