Minutes of Joint Conference Call on Methodology among ITU-T SG4, 3GPP SA5, TISPAN WG8, TMF mTOP and ATIS TMOC Participants
Date&Time: 2008-10-30 16.00-17.30 CET
Moderator: Thomas Tovinger
Minutes taken by: Knut Johannessen 
Participants:

SG4:

Knut Johannessen, Telenor

SA5:

Thomas Tovinger, Ericsson
TISPAN: 

Michael Geipl, Deutsche Telecom

ATIS: 

None
TM FORUM:

Francesco Caruso, Telcordia (*)
Nigel Davis, Nortel (*)
(*) Part of the teleconference..
Agenda and minutes 

1. Review of minutes of the last meeting

Agreed w/o comments.

2. Review of action items

a) Knut: Check if these version references in the Last call-version of M.3020 can be updated to point to the latest versions of 32.15x. – Still open.
b) Thomas/Knut: Set up the teleconferences on 1) UML and 2) IS data types (email based process). Everybody is asked to email to Knut (and cc the rest on this call) which weeks should be avoided due to standards meetings or other limitations. Knut and Thomas will call to a meeting for one of these issues (probably UML) in the weeks of 27 Oct or 3 Nov.

a) Done – arranged 29.10

b) Done – date proposed at this meeting (see below)
c) Knut: Set up the next teleconference the 30 Oct. - Done
3. Review of TISPAN methodology

Michael presented the TISPAN specification guidelines (ETSI TR 188 0087):

· This is a first version, approvedby the WG and in the final approval process

· The document is not a strict methodology, but a collection of guidelines for specification of NGN OSS Service Interfaces (NOSI).
· A three step approach (similar to SG4 RAD and SA5 R/IS/SS):

1) Step1 (Requirements): This step includes the conceptual definitions, use cases and traceable requirements related to a certain aspect of NGN OSS standardization. In WG8 this is mainly related to NOSIs (see chapter Feil! Fant ikke referansekilden.). Traceability of the requirements should be ensured in all subsequent phases. An update of the requirements may be needed, e.g. after discovery of new aspects during phase 2.
Example: Use cases and requirements for Subscription Management [2].

2) Step 2 (Technology-independent modelling): This step comprises the definition of information-bearing entities, their properties, and relationships between them, in a technology-independent way. In the context of SOA, this includes the identification and separation of operations (verbs) and attributes (nouns), according to particular NGN OSS Services. This work is based on the requirements in step 1 and allows finally the technology-independent definition of NOSIs (see chapter Feil! Fant ikke referansekilden.).
Example: Information model [3] and functional architecture for Subscription Management [4]. 

3) Step 3 (Technology-dependent modelling): This step provides the mapping of the technology-independent NOSI definitions of step 2 to NOSI definitions in a specific interface technology.
Example: Interface specification for Subscription Management in IDL, XML and WSDL.

· The activities in all three steps should be supported by tools (to facilitate automation)
· ETSI is seeking to reuse (in-part or completely) work of other SDOs, e.g.
· Management Interface Specification Methodology (MISM) by ITU-T SG4 in recommendation M.3020 .

· Integration Reference Point (IRP) concept by 3GPP SA5 in recommendation TS 32.150.

· Interface Specification Guidelines by TMF mTOP.
· The unit of standardization is a NOSI, i.e. a well defined grouping of related NGN OSS Operations which are necessary to deliver coherent business or system functionality.

· For modeling TISPAN is planning on using UML 2.x.
· Specification activities are classified as generic or specific:
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Guidelines

From an idea to a standard document:

Informal definition of proceedings

Kind a: Generic Activities

Contexts

E.g. SuM, NRM, Charging,

Fault Management, Service

Quality Management, IPTV

Kind b: Context Specific Activities


· The result is 6 different tasks:
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The following table summarizes which existing specifications are reused for each task:

	
	1
	2
	3

	Generic (a)
	No template identified
	Candidates to be considered for the MIM are TMF SID and 3GPP NRM.
A combination of SID and NRM with some enhancements could represent the MIM from which specific information models, e.g. for SuM, can be derived.
	For further study.

	Specific (b)
	The joint M.3020 / 3GPP template will be used by WG8 for all future context-specific requirement specifications. 
	The joint M.3020 / 3GPP template will be used by WG8 for all future context-specific, technology-independent information model specifications.
A template for the NOSI identification and definition has to be provided.
	A candidate is the IRP technology specific template for the solution sets (SS) in 3GPP TS 32.153. 
Results of the joint work between 3GPP SA5, ITU-T SG4, TMF mTOP/TIP, ATIS TMOC and TISPAN WG8 on XML guidelines will be considered.


4. Review of SA5 proposal on simplified requirements template

Thomas presented CR S5-081919 proposing a simplified requirements template for use in IRPs:

The requirements template in TS 32.155 is mainly targeted towards the high-level requirements for telecom management, and it would in many cases require extensive work which is not strictly necessary, i.e. “overkill”, to specify all those subclauses also for the IRP specific requirements in 32.xx1.
The proposal is submitted for SG4 feedback before the next SA5 meeting. The proposal is also added to the MALL.
Given that SG4 is prime on the requirements template, SA5 should defer adoptation of a new template until the proposal has been reviewed and approved by SG4. 
Note: Given that the next SG4 meeting is April 2009, formal approval is a too strict requirement. 
5. AOB

None.
6. Next steps and actions going forward 

Next calls:  
1) Common text: 9 December 15.00 – 16.30 CET (Geneva time).
2) IS data types: 2 December 14:00 – 15:30 CET (Geneva time)

Action Items:
a) Knut: Check if these version references in the Last call-version of M.3020 can be updated to point to the latest versions of 32.15x

b) Thomas/Knut: Set up the next teleconferences.

