Minutes of Joint Conference Call on Methodology among ITU-T SG4, 3GPP SA5, TISPAN WG8, TMF mTOP and ATIS TMOC Participants
Date&Time: 2008-03-11, 15.00-17.00 CET

Moderator: Thomas Tovinger
Minutes taken by: Knut Johannessen
Participants:

SG4:

Dave Sidor, Nortel
Paul Levine, Telcordia
Knut Johannessen, Telenor

SA5:

Thomas Tovinger, Ericsson

Marie Divialle, Nortel

TISPAN: 

Michael Geipl, Deutsche Telecom
ATIS: 

Linda Garbanati, Alcatel-Lucent

Joe Scolaro, ATIS
Agenda and minutes: 

1. Review of minutes of the last meeting
Agreed without comments.

2. Feedback from TISPAN, ATIS and TMF on participation

Michael Giepl explained the position of TISPAN:

· that work is ongoing on a SOA based approach

· that the templates (e.g. 32.151 for analysis) are adopted and used

· that results can and will be shared

However, TISPAN is not currently able to formally join as a PO but would like to be involved and participate in the virtual meetings that are held.
The discussion identified a need for “partial buy-in”, i.e. a PO may not necessarily adopt all common text. 

Dave Sidor requested that the alignment process be modified to allow partial participation. 

Also, the TISPAN WG8 approach to and work on design phase should be “on the table” along with the work of other organizations. 

It was suggested that the process document in a tabular manner the involvement of each PO.
Joe Scolaro explained the position of ATIS:

· a formal response from ATIS is expected after the next meeting. 

· is interested in both the work on methodology and the track on XML. 

· for the moment, ATIS will monitor the work in both tracks.

Linda Garbanati expressed concerns about any divergence between the two tracks. Thomas Tovinger commented that many of the same people are involved in both tracks thus reducing the risk of divergence.

ATIS is persuing a “push-button” approach, i.e. tool generated design specifications. This seems to be in contrast to the mTOP work within the TMF where currently design specifications are developed “by hand”.
Dave commented that no decision has yet been taken on an automatic or manual approach to design specifications. (This also implies that any contributions from ATIS can influence the outcome.)

Marie Divialle suggested that – although different approaches can be applied to new work (e.g. XML) vs. maintenance of existing specifications – the XML work should be included in the MALL and follow the alignment process.

Knut took an action item to propose changes to the process for partial adaptation. The proposal should be circulated to the participants on email and is input to the next meeting.

The participants agreed to change ALL to MALL (Methodology Alignment Living List). 
Thomas informed the meeting that the alignment process has been agreed to by SA5 and commented that we should change the process if it does not work.
3. Status of the alignment process document and any new proposals for improvement

See section 2.
4. Presentation of the ALL, latest version

The following approach to versioning is adopted: The output of each virtual meeting is a new major version (first digit). In between virtual meetings, minor versions (second digit) are incremented as necessary.
The CR approved by SA5 will be input to the upcoming SG4 meeting. 
Thomas explained that SA5 is working on moving all design guidelines to 32.153. Currently CORBA and CMIP are included with SOAP to follow. 32.153 should be added to the web site. SA5 should keep the POs informed about the design related work.

32.153 is planned for this December; significant parts are missing, e.g. XML rules, SOAP and rules for extensibility.

Marie requested that the MALL should include information about the next meetings, e.g. by pointing to appropriate web sites. Information about meetings not found from these web sites should be included in the MALL.

Discussion clarified that the maintaining PO will (must) be the first organization to formally approve any changes. Level 1 means that a change is approved through the process, but does not imply that a formal PO agreement has been reached (this will necessarily be following a virtual meeting).

Thomas commented that SA5 is patient with respect to changes in the methodology – by nature, methodology is not a fast changing subject.

5. Review of the SA5/3GPP-approved IS-level changes of 32.15x after the M3020-referenced versions
Thomas briefly reviewed the changes pending approval by SA5. Thomas asked for feedback from SG4 before the next SA5 meeting (before 14 April if possible).
6. Review of the comments and proposals from SG4 in section 7.2-7.6 of the ALL

Insufficient time at this meeting.
7. AOB
None.
8. Next steps and actions going forward 

Next call: 14 April 15.00-17.00 CET.
9. Action Items
a) Knut/Thomas: Set up the next teleconference on 14 April 2008 at 15.00-17.00 CET.
b) Knut: Update the Alignment Living List (ALL) according to the agreed comments.
c) Knut: Propose change to process definition allowing for partial adaptation

