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1. Overall Description:

SA5 thanks CT4 for the LS on Removal of GTP´ in EPS and notes the conclusion made by CT4, that it is not necessary to support the GTP’ protocol in the eGTP protocol in Rel-8.

However, it is important to clarify the following points: 
1) the current GTP' is widely deployed in networks today. This includes both, deployments where the Charging Gateway is a dedicated network node and deployments where the Charging Gateway Function is implemented in operators' Billing Systems (BS). 
2) while many of 3GPP's charging interfaces are using the Diameter protocol today, there is no 3GPP specification for (or plan for 3GPP to standardize) a Diameter based interface that is functionally equivalent to the Ga reference point employing GTP'. 
3) with the above 2 points in mind, SA5 concludes that Ga / GTP' v1 must continue to exist as part of the GPRS standard in and beyond 3GPP Rel-8. 
4) with the above points in mind, SA5 concludes that Ga / GTP' v1 is also required by Operators for the transfer of CDRs from the EPC nodes to the (stand-alone or BS integrated) Charging Gateway / Charging Gateway Function. 
5) due to the transparency of the CDR information for the GTP' protocol, the functional modifications required in GTP'v1 for the transfer of EPC CDRs are rather minimal, and are expected to be part of SA5's Rel-8 TS 32.295 (Charging management; Charging Data Record (CDR) transfer). 
Considering the above points, SA5 concludes that GTP' v1 will be applicable for the transfer of GPRS CDRs and EPC CDRs to the Charging Gateway / Charging Gateway Function. 
With this understanding, SA5 agrees with CT4 that support of the GTP’ protocol in the eGTP protocol in Rel-8 is not necessary. 
2. Actions:

To CT4

ACTION: 
SA5 asks CT4 to reconsider the further existence of GTP’v1 in and beyond Rel-8 as specified in SA5's TS 32.295.
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