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1
Scope

The present document is part of a series of documents specifying charging functionality and charging management in Packet Switched networks (GSM/UMTS, E-UTRAN,…). The 3GPP core network charging architecture and principles are specified in 3GPP TS 32.240 [1], which provides an umbrella for other charging management documents that specify:

· the content of the CDRs per domain / subsystem / service (offline charging);

· the content of real-time charging messages per domain / subsystem /service (online charging);

· the functionality of online and offline charging for those domains / subsystems / services;

· the interfaces that are used in the charging framework to transfer the charging information (i.e. CDRs or charging events).

The complete document structure for these TSs is defined in 3GPP TS 32.240 [1].

The present document specifies the Offline and Online Charging description for the Packet Switched (PS) domain based on the functional stage 2 description  in 3GPP TS 23.060 [201], 3GPP TS 23.401[208] and 3GPP TS 23.402 [209]. This charging description includes the offline and online charging architecture and scenarios specific to the PS domain, as well as the mapping of the common 3GPP charging architecture specified in TS 32.240 [1] onto the PS domain. It further specifies the structure and content of the CDRs for offline charging, and the charging events for online charging. The present document is related to other 3GPP charging TSs as follows:

· The common 3GPP charging architecture is specified in TS 32.240 [1];

· The parameters, abstract syntax and encoding rules for the CDRs are specified in TS 32.298 [51];

· A transaction based mechanism for the transfer of CDRs within the network is specified in TS 32.295 [54];

· The file based mechanism used to transfer the CDRs from the network to the operator’s billing domain (e.g. the billing system or a mediation device) is specified in TS 32.297 [52];

· The 3GPP Diameter application that is used for PS domain offline and online charging is specified in TS 32.299 [50].

Note that a CAMEL based prepaid function and protocol is also specified for the PS domain (3GPP TS 23.078 [206] and 3GPP TS 29.078 [202]). CAMEL entities and functions are outside the scope of the present document.

All terms, definitions and abbreviations used in the present document, which are common across 3GPP TSs, are defined in 3GPP TR 21.905 [100]. Those that are common across charging management in PS domains, services or subsystems are provided in the umbrella document 3GPP TS 32.240 [1] and are copied into clause 3 of the present document for ease of reading. Finally, those items that are specific to the present document are defined exclusively in the present document.

Furthermore, requirements that govern the charging work are specified in 3GPP TS 22.115 [102].
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3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms end definitions defined in 3GPP TR 21.905 [100], 3GPP TS 32.240 [1] and 3GPP TS 22.060 [200], and the following apply:

:

Online Charging System: the entity that performs real-time credit control. Its functionality includes transaction handling, rating, online correlation and management of subscriber account balances.
packet switched domain: domain in which data  transferred between core network elements in packet switched mode. 
partial CDR: CDR that provides information on part of a subscriber session. A long session may be covered by several partial CDRs. Two formats are considered for Partial CDRs. One that contains all of the necessary fields (FQPC); the second has a reduced format (RPC).
:
3.2
Symbols

For the purposes of the present document the following symbols apply:

A
Interface between an MSC and a BSC.

Bp
Reference point for the CDR file transfer from the GPRS CGF to the BD.

C
Interface between a HLR and a SMSC.

D
Interface between a MSC and a HLR.

E
Interface between a MSC and a SMSC.

Ga
Reference point between a CDF and the CGF for CDR transfer.

Gb
Interface between an SGSN and a BSC.

Gc
Interface between an GGSN and an HLR.

Gd
Interface between an SMS-GMSC and an SGSN, and between a SMS-IWMSC and an SGSN.

Ge
Interface between a SGSN and a CAMEL GSM SCF

Gf
Interface between an SGSN and an EIR.

Gi
Interface between the Packet-Switched domain and an external packet data network.

Gn
Interface between two GSNs within the same PLMN.

Gp
Interface between two GSNs in different PLMNs.

Gr
Interface between an SGSN and an HLR.

Gs
Interface between an SGSN and an MSC/VLR.Iu
Interface between the 3G SGSN and the UTRAN

Gy
Online charging reference point between a PCEF and an OCS.

Gz
Offline charging reference point between a PCEF and a CGF.
kbit/s
Kilobits per second. 1 kbit/s = 210 bits per second.

Mbit/s
Megabits per second. 1 Mbit/s = 220 bits per second.

R
Reference point between a non-ISDN compatible TE and MT. Typically this reference point supports a standard serial interface.

Ro
Online Charging Reference Point between a 3G network element and the OCS.

Um
Interface between the Mobile Station (MS) and the GSM fixed network part.

Uu
Interface between the Mobile Station (MS) and the UMTS fixed network part.

3.3
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations defined in 3GPP TR 21.905 [50] and the following apply:

3G
3rd Generation

AoC
Advice of Charge

APN
Access Point Name

BD
Billing Domain

CAMEL
Customized Applications for Mobile network Enhanced Logic

CCA
Credit Control Answer

CCR
Credit Control Request

CDF
Charging Data Function

CDR
Charging Data Record

CG
Charging Gateway

CGF
Charging Gateway Function

CI
Cell Identity

CS
Circuit Switched

CSE
CAMEL Service Environment

DCCA
Diameter Credit Control Application
EPC
Evolved Packet Core

EPS
Evolved Packet System
ECUR
Event Charging with Unit Reservation
E-UTRAN
Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network
eG-CDR
enhanced G-CDR (enhanced by FBC)

FBC
Flow Based bearer Charging

FQPC
Fully Qualified Partial CDR

G-CDR
GGSN generated - CDR

GGSN
Gateway GPRS Support Node

GPRS
General Packet Radio Service

GSM
Global System for Mobile communication

GSN
GPRS Support Node (either SGSN or GGSN)

GTP
GPRS Tunnelling Protocol

GTP'
The GPRS protocol used for CDR transport. It is derived from GTP with enhancements to improve transport reliability necessary for CDRs. 

HLR
Home Location Register

HPLMN
Home PLMN

IEC
Immediate Event Charging

IETF
Internet Engineering Task Force

IHOSS:OSP
Internet Hosted Octet Stream Service: Octet Stream Protocol

IMEI
International Mobile Equipment Identity

IMSI
International Mobile Subscriber Identity

IP
Internet Protocol

IPv4
Internet Protocol version 4

IPv6
Internet Protocol version 6

ISDN
Integrated Services Digital Network

ITU-T
International Telecommunication Union - Telecommunications standardization sector

LAC
Location Area Code

LR
Location Request

M-CDR
Mobility management generated - Charging Data Record

MCC
Mobile Country Code (part of IMSI)

ME
Mobile Equipment

MLC
Mobile Location Center

MMS
Multimedia Messaging Service

MNC
Mobile Network Code (part of IMSI)

MO
Mobile Originated

MO-LR
Mobile Originated - Location Request

MS
Mobile Station

MSISDN
Mobile Station ISDN number

MT
Mobile Terminated

MT-LR
Mobile Terminated - Location Request

NE
Network Element

NI
Network Identifier (part of the APN)

NI-LR
Network Induced - Location Request

OCF
Online Charging Function

OCS
Online Charging System

OI
Operator Identifier (part of the APN)
P-GW
PDN Gateway
PCEF
Policy and Charging Enforcement Function
PCN
Packet switched Core network Node (SGSN, S-GW, P-GW)
PDN
Packet Data Network

PDP
Packet Data Protocol (e.g. IP)

PDU
Packet Data Unit
PLMN
Public Land Mobile Network

PPP
Point-to-Point Protocol

PS
Packet Switched
QoS
Quality of Service

RAB
Radio Access Bearer

RAC
Routing Area Code

RANAP
Radio Access Network Application Part

RNC
Radio Network Controller

RPC
Reduced Partial CDR

SAC
Service Area Code

S-CDR
SGSN (PDP context) generated – CDR
S-GW
Serving Gateway
SCUR
Session Charging with Unit Reservation

SGSN
Serving GPRS Support Node

SMS
Short Message Service

S-SMO-CDR
SGSN delivered Short message Mobile Originated - CDR

S-SMT-CDR
SGSN delivered Short message Mobile Terminated - CDR

TR
Technical Report

TS
Technical Specification

UMTS
Universal Mobile Telecommunications System

USIM
Universal Subscriber Identity Module

UTRAN
UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network
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