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1
Decision/action requested

Approve and consider this report and the action items in section 5.
2
Minutes
Minutes of Meeting, Joint Conference Call on Methodology between ITU-T SG4, 3GPP SA5, TISPAN WG8, TMF mTOP and ATIS TMOC

Date&Time: 2007-12-12, 15.00-17.00 CET

Moderator: Christian Toche
Minutes taken by: Thomas Tovinger, Dave Sidor, Linda Garbanati and Nigel Davis.
Participants:

SG4:

Dave Sidor, Nortel

Nobuo Fujii, NTT

Knut Johannessen, Telenor

Tatiana Kurakova, ITU-T

SA5:

Christian Toche, Huawei

Thomas Tovinger, Ericsson

Marie Divialle, Nortel

TISPAN: 

Leen Mak, Alcatel-Lucent

Frode Nergard, Ericsson

TMF:

Debbie Burkett, TMF

Nigel Davis, Nortel

Francesco Caruso, Telcordia

ATIS: 

Linda Garbanati, Alcatel-Lucent

Agenda and minutes: 

1 - Status on alignment between ITU-T and 3GPP methodology specifications (Requirements, IS/Analysis) 

1.1 - Where we are
Thomas informed about the status in SA5: 

· Approved Requirements template for Rel8 in 32.155, 

· Analysis (IS) level being progressed with IS template (32.151) improvements for traceability (IS to requirements) and we also expect some improvements of Backward and Forward Compatibility; Concept and definitions (32.154) to be proposed.

· Solution Set rules, guidelines and templates being drafted in 32.153 (collection of existing rules/guidelines/templates + new rules/guidelines/templates mainly for SOAP/XML).

Knut: SG4 approved M3020 at last meeting. Rcvd some comments after that, taken care of in the prepublication phase (e.g. clause renumbering). Forwarded to the ITU-T secretariat. Either a prepublication change or corrigendum will be made.

Dave: SG4 and SA5 already in 2006 agreed to work together based on the three phase approach (Reqs., Analysis/IS and Design/SS phases). TISPAN WG8 are also invited to participate and have bought in to using the Reqs. template, and are considering the IS template.


1.2 - Remaining work
See below.

 
1.3 - Process to keep aligned ITU-T and 3GPP methodologies specs 

Christian: We never clarified this process but it is time to do that now. So far we just informed the other group of approved CRs.

Dave: Proposed changes in SG4 are classified into level 1—3, in a status document (the “living list” collecting all proposed changes to an approved document). I would suggest we need something like that between SG4 and SA5 which we can pass between the two groups. Other groups may be able to join as well. To maintain this, we probably should keep a “living list” for proposed changes within each organization.

Dave: This is like a “methodology on methodology”. Thomas agreed.

For SS, we should separate the generation of general templates from XML design guidelines.

Nigel: Two points:

1.  Whilst the alignment of methodologies is important it is not sufficient by itself and assuming that the objective is to eventually harmonise and align the solutions then we should be aiming to study differences in the actual solutions and also approaches to migration such that we can converge.
2.  We do not need to do carry out these activities in a strict order, we do not need to understand how we align the processes first before we compare what we have. A pragmatic approach would be to compare and contrast the solution in parallel with the methodology discussion and whilst we compare the solutions we can also capture some differences between the processes and also identify some of the challenging migrations.
Dave: SG4 recently started with XML guidelines and sent out LSs informing about it. LS128 to TMF, SA5 and TISPAN suggesting to cooperate on this. Got positive response from TMF.

Linda: What is the diff. between M.3030 (tML) and the XML guidelines? Dave: We offer it as input to other organisations to look at our ideas. 

Linda: As an outcome of coordination of standards to address Converged Networks and their management within ATIS, it has been agreed to form a team led by the Ordering and Billing forum to derive common specification methodologies to be used by all subteams of ATIS. Formation of the team is in the planning stage. They use the M.3030 (tML) paradigm quite a bit. Dave: It would be useful for them to participate in this cooperation as well. Linda agreed and will forward this message to them.  Linda also mentioned that the TMOC group addressing IPTV services ordering API specifications is evaluating how to express their requirements currently.

Christian: We need somebody to take an action item to propose a process on how to handle the alignment between the groups.

Dave: Suggested that Knut separate out the SG4 proposed changes to the requirements and IS templates from the M.3020 and SA5 do the same for its proposed template changes, as input to a meeting between the groups. The aim is to have ONE living list to be used by both SG4 and SA5. Christian: Yes, and I propose that Thomas do it for theSA5 templates. This was agreed. 

Dave further proposed two sets of meetings: One to progress a Reqs/IS/SS template status document (and coordination of updates) between mainly SG4/SA5 but all are welcome to join, excluding XML guidelines, and a second for the discussion of new common XML guidelines which all five groups are most likely interested in.

2 - Status on other SDOs (ATIS, TISPAN, TMF) 
2.1 - Status on the methodology work in other SDOs
ATIS status:

Linda gave an update on ATIS TMOC: The primary point on methodology decisions will be the Ordering and Billing Forum (OBF), not TMOC although there is one TMOC standard involving transport profiles that is based on tML.  OBF has had extensive experience specifying X interfaces between Providers based on requirements characterized by UML notation and specified by tML based messaging.  So we should ask them for specific details. 

Dave: Can we create a collection of all the methodology documents in the various organisations? Thomas: Maybe this would be something for SG4 or NGNMFG? Dave and Leen agreed – the NGNMFG could try to do that on their web site, if everyone send their documents to Leen. Agreed. Dave: We could also put LSs on this topic on that website.

TISPAN status:

Leen: TISPAN WG8 has developed a draft Guidelines document, and are in the middle of rewriting it due to changed rapporteur. WG8 have also worked on tools for XML and UML. Thomas also added that the guidelines in WG8 are based on “best practices”.

TMF status:

Nigel: It has been recognized in TMF that the target of a single interfaces is important and that the first step is a single infrastructure. We are in the process of identifying a single WS infrastructure for the common evolution of OSS/J and MTOSI work driven by strong business need. We are also refining the methodology/process etc in the activity. One challenge being tackled is migration of what is deployed and a key activity for 2008 is dealing with migration. The migration of deployments will probably take place in and beyond 2009. We are also looking into tool-based auto generation of implementation artefacts.


2.2 - How to extend the scope of the 3GPP/ITU-T alignment work to other SDOs 

See below.

3 - Planning of future work on Solution Set methodologies 
3.1 - Which technologies should we consider (CORBA, XML, SOAP, etc)
Dave: When can we have our first meeting for the XML guidelines? Nigel: Sometimes at beginning of next year when we have some documents produced.

Christian and Thomas: Probably it’s sufficient to focus on XML guidelines (when it comes to new guidelines) for the future. Agreed.

Who will set up the meetings? We agreed on the following:

1. Knut and Thomas will set up the first SG4/SA5 meeting (for the Reqs/IS/SS template status document and coordination of updates) on 21st Jan. 15.00 CET

2. Nigel will set up the call on XML guidelines (for all 5 groups). Proposed time: 14.00 or 15.00 CET the 5th Feb.

 
3.2 - What is needed (general Solution Set methodology, XML-based solution set methodology, XML design guidelines, etc) 
3.3 - What can be reused
Christian: TBD – an action item for each group to check, focused on XML.

 
3.4 - How to develop and maintain joint methodology specifications 
See section 1.3 and 3.1 above for SG4-SA5 alignment on Reqs/IS/SS templates.

TBD for alignment of other specifications.

4 - AOB 

-

5 - Next steps and actions going forward 

Action Items:

· All groups to send their methodology documents to Leen Mak (for collection on NGNMFG’s website)

· Knut/Thomas: set up the first SG4/SA5 meeting (for the Reqs/IS/SS template status document and coordination of updates) on 21st Jan. 15.00 CET

· Nigel: Set up the call on XML guidelines (for all 5 groups). Proposed time: 14.00 or 15.00 CET the 5th Feb.

· All: Check what can be reused from other organisations, focus on XML guidelines.

