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Response Liaison Statement to 3GPP SA5 SWGB on Charging Aspects of 3GPP System Architecture Evolution (SAE) (response to S5-070442)

From:

GSMA CPWP

To:

SA5 SWGB

Cc:

GSMA BARG, GSMA SRG

GSMA CPWP thanks SA5 SWGB for their liaison statement contained in CPWP Doc 44_004 (S5-070442).

CPWP in principle has interest the idea of local service access/breakout in a roaming situation: In fact some initial considerations on local access have taken place in GSMA in the context of “Service Aware Roaming” i.e. the possibility for the Visited Network to identify the actual service employed by a roaming subscriber (and in turn to provide the proper resources needed for the service and to charge accordingly at the wholesale level). As we understand the SAE related ideas regarding local service access/breakout such architecture could also facilitate Service Aware Roaming, even if this currently seems to be out of primary focus.

From our perspective the following guidelines should be taken into account when designing an architecture which supports local handling of services in a Roaming situation as an option:

· Established (pre Rel-8) UMTS/IMS Charging mechanisms should be re-used to the greatest extent possible. 

· The solution (additional infrastructure in the Visited Network) should be flexible enough to support Service Aware Roaming (also for services for which no local “breakout” will be performed).

· The Home network must retain full control which services will be handled locally by a Visited Network and which services will continue to be handled by the Home Network.

· For services which are handled locally mechanisms to support online charging for prepaid subscribers are required. A corresponding interface to the IN/OCS in the home network should also provide generic support for charging parameters/attributes which may be specific for the actual service provided. For the avoidance of doubt: CPWP does not consider information on bearer characteristics (e.g. guaranteed bit rates) or information on media types as sufficient here.     

Both of the latter two points imply that there is a need for a service identification concept at a proper granularity. According to our understanding for IMS based services so far no such concept exists - even for comparatively simple services such as Video Share (cp.our corresponding recent liaison statement to SA5 SWGB) no consensus on a concept seems to exist across the industry.

Lack of such concept from our perspective, however, could be a serious obstacle for both technical and commercial adoption on local service access/breakout scenarios. As creative service evolution – in spite of all inter operability initiatives – can be a decisive factor in gaining competitive edge, we are sceptical whether it is realistic to find a corresponding agreement.  
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