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1
Decision/action requested

This document is intended to discuss some key concepts and flows in Online Charging Correlation. 
2
References

None
3
Rationale

This is to bring forward some issues in the study of the online charging correlation.
This document is a discussion paper in online charging correlation after the review of the proposal in last Sophia Antipolis Conference.

The follow issues were identified for discussion as following:
1. Shall ICID, GCID or likely be sufficient to correlate the online charging information? How to ensure being unique of them?
2. How to differentiate the credit control for related CTFs in online charging correlation?
4
Detailed proposal
4.1 Modulized of OCS
OCF is widely used, hence, it would be not recommended to use only OCF as an internal module of OCS. We recommend keeping the previous SBCF and EBCF architecture which has loose relationship with online correlation. We could not benefit from removing the modules from the architecture. Furthmore, it’s recommended to ADD a new module called Correlation Fuction. 
4.2 Cooperation with Network Elements (CTFs)

As discussed in Retionale section, network element should ensure the context information brought to OCS should be unique to each other. Hence the context information generation should follow a pre-defined rule. We also need to consider which element is responsible for the assignment of the context id which is not clear.
4.3 Credit Control in Online Corelation (CTF)

A combined price and tariff request is important as proposed in S5-070873. However, apparently, credit control for each CTFs to be correlated is affected. We need to analyze the potential effect credit control interaction with each CTF involved in the charging process.




























































































































































