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1. Overall Description:

SA5 thanks ITU-T Q2/13 for copying them on the liaison on charging for NGN. SA5 also thanks ITU-T Q2/13 for the opportunity to participate in the virtual meetings on this subject. 
SA5 defines the 3GPP charging specifications which are widely implemented by mobile operators. These specifications are taken as the basis for charging within TISPAN and PacketCable in the NGN domain, and going forward, with the concept of the common IMS, and the System Architecture Evolution (SAE) within 3GPP, SA5 anticipates becoming ever more involved in charging beyond the mobile domain, and into the scope of NGN. Therefore, SA5 looks forward to working closely with ITU-T Q2/13 in the future.
SA5 has comments on the latest version of Y.ngn-account (TD 370 (WP 3/13)) that was attached to the liaison. These comments are mainly focused on the architecture as it is felt that they will necessitate further work on rest the document and at that stage, the SA5 will be please to provide comments on the details of the requirements.
As a result of the comments detailed below, SA5 questions whether Y.ngn-account document is sufficiently complete to go for consent in ITU’s April meeting.

· 3GPP documents should be included in the references i.e. TS 32.240, TS 32.260, etc. and the 3GPP definition of terms should be included in the definitions section.
· As was agreed at the virtual meeting of 2nd April 2007, Usage Metering Function (UMF) is part of the Charging Trigger Function (CTF), and as such should not be shown as a separate function in the architectural diagram, nor should it have separate requirements.
· SA5 has found that the concept of an Online Charging System (OCS) (comprising the Online Charging Function (OCF), the Rating Function (RF) and the Account Management Function (AMF)) to be very useful. It is suggested that consideration be made to modify the architecture to replace the OCF, RF and AMF with the OCS in the high level architecture diagram. [SA5 is confused by the apparent connection of the RF to the CCF in figure 2 and suggests that this is an error.]
· The Ci reference point from CGF to other NGN does not have an equivalent in 3GPP currently. The settlement of accounting rates between operators is seen by SA5 as a function within the billing domain. SA5 sees the potential need for inter-operator interfaces in the charging domain in the future to allow the transfer of informative rating information for Advice of Charge (AoC) service, and to facilitate bearer-based charging when the bearer is locally routed within the visited domain.
2. Actions:

To ITU-T Q2/13 group.

ACTION: 
3GPP SA5 asks ITU-T Q2/13 group to take into account the comments provided in this liaison when updating the Y.ngn-account document and when discussing it in the April ITU meeting.
3. Date of Next SA5 Meetings:

	TITLE 
	TYPE 
	DATES 
	LOCATION 
	CTRY 

	3GPPSA5#53 
	OR 
	7 - 11 May 2007    
	Sophia Antipolis 
	FR 

	3GPPSA5-TISPAN8-Joint Meeting 
	JM 
	14 - 15 May 2007    
	Sophia Antipolis 
	FR 

	3GPPSA5#54 
	OR 
	25 - 29 Jun 2007    
	US  
	US  

	3GPPSA5#55 
	OR 
	27 - 31 Aug 2007    
	Bucharest  
	RO  

	3GPPSA5#56 
	OR 
	22 - 26 Oct 2007    
	Guangzhou  
	CN  


