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[201]
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[202]
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[205]
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[401]
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[402]
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3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms end definitions defined in 3GPP TR 21.905 [100], 3GPP TS 32.240 [1] and 3GPP TS 22.060 [200], and the following apply:

…

credit control:  mechanism which directly interacts in real-time with an account and controls or monitors the charges, related to the service usage. Credit control is a process of: checking if credit is available, credit reservation, deduction of credit from the end user account when service is completed and refunding of reserved credit not used.
…
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5.2.1.3
Flow Based bearer Charging (FBC)

PDP context charging allows the GGSN to collect charging information related to data volumes sent to and received by the UE/MS, categorised by the QoS applied to the PDP context. FBC may be supported by the GGSN by the integration of a PCEF. When the PCEF is present, the normal PDP context charging is enhanced by the capability to categorise the PDP context data traffic by specific service data flows. I.e., while there is only one uplink an one downlink data volume count per PDP context in PDP context charging, FBC may provide several service data flow counts per defined service data flow. The default service data flow is the wildcard, i.e. all traffic for all IP addresses, all TCP ports, etc.; when no other, specific service data flows are configured, the behaviour of FBC is identical to the normal PDP context charging on the GGSN. When further service data flows are specified, traffic is categorised, and counted, according to the service data flow specification, and the wildcard service data flow applies to all traffic that does not match any of the specific service data flows. Details of this functionality are specified in TS 23.203 [72] and TS 32.240 [1].

According to TS23.203 [72], FBC shall support different charging models per service data flow. These charging models may be based on volume and/or time and on number of events matching a specific service data flow template. In general the charging of a service data flow shall be linked to the PDP Context under which the service data flow has been activated.  
Editor’s note: Operators may be interested in defining chargeable events not linked to the charging of a PDP Context. Charging mechanisms defined for event based charging not linked to a PDP Context are FFS.
The following chargeable events are defined for FBC:

· Start of PDP context. Upon encountering this event, a new eG-CDR for this context is created.

· Start of service data flow. New counts and time stamps for this service data flow are started. The type of counters shall depend on the charging model configured for the service data flow. When event based charging applies, the first occurrence of an event matching a service data flow template shall imply that a new count is started. When new events occur, the counter shall be increased. Each event shall be time stamped.

· Termination of service data flow. The service data flow counters and time stamps are closed and added to the eG-CDR. For information on how the termination of service data flows is detected, refer to TS 23.203 [72].

· End of PDP context in the GGSN. The eG-CDR is closed upon encountering this trigger.

· Expiry of an operator configured time limit per PDP context. This event closes the eG-CDR, and a new one is opened if the PDP context is still active.

· Expiry of an operator configured time limit per service data flow. The service data flow configured counters and time stamps are closed and added to the eG-CDR. A new service data flow container is opened if the service data flow is still active.

· Expiry of an operator configured data volume limit per PDP context. This event closes the eG-CDR, and a new one is opened if the PDP context is still active.

· Expiry of an operator configured data volume limit per service data flow. The service data flow configured counters and time stamps are closed and added to the eG-CDR. A new service data flow container is opened if the service data flow is still active.

· Expiry of an operator configured data event limit per service data flow. The service data flow configured counters and time stamps are closed and added to the eG-CDR. A new service data flow container is opened if the service data flow is still active.

· Change of charging condition: GTP modification (e.g. QoS change, SGSN change, PLMN Id change, RAT change, CGI/SAI change, RAI change), tariff time change. When this event is encountered, all current configured counts and time stamps are captured and new counts and time stamps for all active service data flows are started.

· Expiry of an operator configured report of service flow data limit per PDP context. This event closes the eG-CDR, and a new one is opened if the PDP context is still active.

NOTE:
The specific chargeable events may be configured per charging key and may be different from those used for the G-CDR.

Management intervention may also force trigger a chargeable event.

Relevant service data flows for a certain PDP context are determined when FBC is applied. Charging rules are used for this determination. One charging rule identifies service data flow to be measured but it can also include certain characteristics related to that service data flow. 

Charging rule can contain e.g.:

· service data flow filters to identify packets belonging to certain service data flow, 

· whether online/offline charging interface is used, 

· rating group for that service data flow and/or 

· precedence to the situations where two or more service data flows are overlapping. 

And charging rules can be:

· pre-defined in GGSN,

· dynamically provisioned by the Charging Rules Function over Gx interface or

· mixture of those two.

This is specified in TS 23.203 [72] and TS 29.212 [71].
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5.2.3
CDR generation

The S-CDR, M-CDR, S-SMO-CDR, S-SMT-CDR, LCS-MO-CDR, LCS-MT-CDR, LCS-NI-CDR and S-MB-CDR are generated by the SGSN and the G-CDR, eG-CDR and G-MB-CDR by the GGSN to collect charging information that they subsequently transfer to the Charging Gateway Function (CGF).

The GSNs shall use the Charging Characteristics to determine whether to activate or deactivate CDR generation. The Charging Characteristics are also used to set the coherent chargeable event conditions (e.g. time/volume limits that trigger CDR generation or information addition). Multiple Charging Characteristics “profiles” may be configured on the GSNs to allow different sets of trigger values. Further details of this functionality, including the mechanism of conveying the charging characteristics data item (HLR -> SGSN -> GGSN), are specified in annex A. Charging Characteristics are not applicable to MBMS CDR generation.

If CDR generation is activated, it shall be possible to define separate trigger conditions values per Charging Characteristics profile for the following triggers:

· data volume limit;

· time (duration limit);

· maximum number of charging conditions changes (QoS change, Tariff Time change).

The following clauses describe the trigger conditions for the chargeable events described in clause 5.2.1.1 – 5.2.1.5. In GPRS offline charging, these chargeable events correspond to the triggers for collection of charging information and CDR generation by the SGSN/GGSN.
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5.2.3.1
Triggers for S-CDR charging information collection

An S-CDR is used to collect charging information related to the PDP context data information for a MS/UE in the SGSN.

If according to the Charging Characteristics, CDR generation is activated an S-CDR shall be opened at PDP context activation, and the volume for the context is counted separately in uplink and downlink direction. When a change of charging condition occurs, the volume count is added to the S-CDR and a new count is started. The S-CDR includes details such as Record Type, Served IMSI, Sequence Number etc. Not all of the charging information to be collected is static, and other charging information is directly depending on dynamic Packet-Switched service usage.

The subsequent clauses identify in detail the conditions for adding information to, and closing the S-CDR for generation towards the CGF.

5.2.3.1.1
Triggers for S-CDR Charging Information Addition

The "List of Traffic Volumes" attribute of the S-CDR consists of a set of containers, which are added when specific trigger conditions are met, and identify the volume count per PDP context, separated for uplink and downlink traffic, on encountering that trigger condition. Table 5.1 identifies which conditions are supported to trigger S-CDR charging information addition.

Table 5.1: Triggers for S-CDR charging information addition

	Trigger Conditions
	Description/Behaviour

	QoS Change
	A change in the QoS shall result in a "List of Traffic Data Volumes" container being added to the CDR.

	Tariff Time Change
	On reaching the Tariff Time Change a "List of Traffic Data Volumes" container shall be added to the CDR.

	Direct Tunnel establishment/removal
	When the SGSN establishes or removes a Direct Tunnel between the RNC and the GGSN a "List of Traffic Data Volumes" container shall be added to the CDR. See NOTE.

	CDR Closure
	A list of "List of Traffic Data Volumes" container shall be added to the S-CDR.

	NOTE:
When a direct tunnel is established, the SGSN will no longer be able to count data volumes associated with the PDP context for which the direct tunnel is established



The first volume container of a PDP context identifies the uplink/downlink volume since the PDP context was opened. Subsequent volume containers store the volume count accrued since the closure of the last container.

5.2.3.1.2
Triggers for S-CDR closure

The S-CDR shall be closed on encountering some trigger conditions. Table 5.2 identifies which conditions are supported to permit closure of the S-CDR.

Table 5.2: Triggers for S-CDR closure

	Closure Conditions
	Description/Behaviour

	End of PDP Context within the SGSN
	Deactivation of the PDP context in the SGSN shall result in the CDR being closed. The trigger condition covers:

-
termination of PDP context;

-
SGSN change (inter-SGSN routing area update including intersystem change);

-
any abnormal release.

	Partial Record Reason
	O&M reasons permit the closure of the CDR for internal reasons. The trigger condition covers:

-
data volume limit;

-
time (duration) limit;

-
maximum number of charging condition changes (QoS/tariff time change);

-
management intervention;

-
Intra-SGSN intersystem change (change of radio interface from GSM to UMTS or vice versa).



· 
· 
· 
The Partial Record generation trigger thresholds are those associated with the Charging Characteristics. The Partial Record generation trigger thresholds are GSN configuration parameters defined per charging characteristics profile by the operator through O&M means, as specified in annex A.

In the event that the S-CDR is closed and the PDP context remains active, a further S-CDR shall be opened with an incremented Sequence Number in the SGSN.
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5.2.3.2.2
Triggers for M-CDR closure

The M-CDR shall be closed on encountering some trigger conditions. Table 5.4 identifies which conditions are supported to permit closures of the M-CDR.

Table 5.4: Triggers for M-CDR closure

	Closure Conditions
	Description/Behaviour

	End of MM Context within SGSN
	Deactivation of the MM context in the SGSN shall result in the CDR being closed. The trigger condition covers:

-
SGSN change (inter-SGSN routing area update including intersystem change);

-
GPRS detach;

-
any abnormal release.

	Partial Record Reason
	O&M reasons permit the closure of the CDR for internal reasons. The trigger condition covers:

-
time (duration) limit;

-
maximum number of mobility changes; and

-
Management intervention;

-
Intra-SGSN intersystem change (change of radio interface from GSM to UMTS or vice versa).



· 
· 
The Partial Record generation trigger thresholds are those associated with the Charging Characteristics. The Partial Record generation trigger thresholds are GSN configuration parameters defined per charging characteristics profile by the operator through O&M means, as specified in annex A.

In the event that the M-CDR is closed and the mobile is still known to the SGSN, a further M-CDR shall be opened with an incremented Sequence Number in the SGSN.
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5.2.3.3
Triggers for G-CDR charging information collection

A G-CDR is used to collect charging information related to the PDP context data information for a UE/MS in the GGSN.

If, according to the Charging Characteristics, CDR generation is activated a G-CDR shall be opened at PDP context activation, and the volume for the context is counted separately in uplink and downlink direction. When a change of charging condition occurs, the volume count is added to the G-CDR and a new count is started. The G-CDR includes details such as Record Type, Served IMSI, Sequence Number etc. Not all of the charging information to be collected is static, and other charging information is directly dependent on dynamic Packet-Switched service usage.

The subsequent clauses identify in detail the conditions for adding information to, and closing the G-CDR for generation towards the CGF.

5.2.3.3.1
Triggers for G-CDR Charging Information Addition

The "List of Traffic Volumes" attribute of the G-CDR consists of a set of containers, which are added when specific trigger conditions are met, and identify the volume count per PDP context, separated for uplink and downlink traffic, on encountering that trigger condition. Table 5.5 identifies which conditions are supported to trigger G-CDR charging information addition.

Table 5.5: Triggers for G-CDR charging information addition

	Trigger Conditions
	Description/Behaviour

	QoS Change
	A change in the QoS shall result in a "List of Traffic Data Volumes" container being added to the CDR.

	Tariff Time Change
	On reaching the Tariff Time Change a "List of Traffic Data Volumes" container shall be added to the CDR.

	CGI/SAI Change
	A change in the CGI/SAI shall result in a "List of Traffic Data Volumes" container being added to the CDR, if location reporting is required and a report of CGI/SAI change is received.

	RAI Change
	A change in the RAI shall result in a "List of Traffic Data Volumes" container being added to the CDR, if location reporting is required and a report of RAI change is received.

	CDR Closure
	A list of "List of Traffic Data Volumes" container shall be added to the G-CDR.



The first volume container of a PDP context identifies the uplink/downlink volume since the PDP context was opened. Subsequent volume containers store the volume count accrued since the closure of the last container.

5.2.3.3.2
Triggers for G-CDR closure

The G-CDR shall be closed on encountering some trigger conditions. Table 5.6 identifies which conditions are supported to permit closure of the G-CDR.

Table 5.6: Triggers for G-CDR closure

	Closure Conditions
	Description/Behaviour

	End of PDP Context within the GGSN
	Deactivation of the PDP context in the GGSN shall result in the CDR being closed. The trigger condition covers:

-
termination of PDP context;

-
any abnormal release.

	Partial Record Reason
	O&M reasons permit the closure of the CDR for internal reasons. The trigger condition covers:

-
data volume limit;

-
time (duration) limit;

-
maximum number of charging condition changes (QoS/tariff time change);

-
management intervention;

-
MS time zone change;

-
inter-PLMN SGSN change;

-
radio access technology change (RAT Type).



· 
· 
· 
The Partial Record generation trigger thresholds are those associated with the Charging Characteristics. The Partial Record generation trigger thresholds are GSN configuration parameters defined per charging characteristics profile by the operator through O&M means, as specified in annex A.

In the event that the G-CDR is closed and the PDP context remains active, a further G-CDR is opened with an incremented Sequence Number in the GGSN.
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5.2.3.7.3
Triggers for S-MB-CDR and G-MB-CDR closure

The S-MB-CDR and G-MB-CDR shall be closed on encountering the trigger conditions identified in Table 5.10.

Table 5.10: Triggers for S-MB-CDR and G-MB-CDR closure

	Closure Conditions
	Description/Behaviour

	End of MBMS Bearer Context within the GSN
	Deactivation of the MBMS bearer context in the GSN shall result in the CDR being closed. The trigger condition covers:

-
termination of MBMS bearer context;

-
any abnormal release.

	Partial Record Reason
	O&M reasons permit the closure of the CDR for internal reasons. The trigger condition covers:

-
data volume limit;

-
time (duration) limit;

-
change in list of downstream nodes;

-
management intervention.



The Partial Record generation trigger thresholds are those associated with GSN configured information. In the event that the CDR is closed and the MBMS bearer context remains active, a further CDR is opened with an incremented Sequence Number in the GSN.

	Next Modified Section


5.2.4
Usage scenarios

This clause contains a number of example scenarios illustrating the purpose and practical usage of the various CDR types defined in the previous clauses. These examples are by no means exhaustive.

For the purpose of these examples the following assumptions have been made:

· the CDRs are sent to a CGF;

· the generation of all of the CDR types has been enabled.

The following conventions have been used for the figures 5.9 to 5.12 below:

1)
Network connections and signalling transactions are illustrated by means of solid lines and referenced by number e.g. (1).

2)
Operation & Maintenance actions, such as the transfer of CDRs, are represented by means of dotted lines and referenced by letter e.g. (A).

NOTE:
Visiting scenarios are excluded.

5.2.4.1
Mobile to PDN Context

Figure 5.9 illustrates a simple outgoing Packet-Switched context from a PLMN Packet-Switched service subscriber "A" to a mainframe "B" via a PDN (1).

The respective PDP context is activated in the SGSN and GGSN and PDP PDUs are routed in MO and MT direction. The SGSN shall create an S-CDR and the GGSN shall create a G-CDR or eG-CDR for subscriber "A".

The records generated are subsequently transferred to the CGF (A). The CGF transfers the CDRs to the BS.
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Figure 5.9: Mobile to PDN context

5.2.4.2
Mobile to mobile context

Figure 5.10 illustrates a simple Packet-Switched mobile-to-mobile context within the same HPLMN.

The respective A-party related PDP context is activated in the SGSN-A and the GGSN (1).

After the location of subscriber "B" is determined, the B party related PDP context is activated (2) in the SGSN-B and the GGSN and PDP PDUs are routed in MO and MT direction. The SGSN-A shall create an S-CDR and the GGSN shall create a G-CDR or eG-CDR for subscriber A, the SGSN-B shall create an S-CDR and the GGSN shall create a G-CDR or eG-CDR for subscriber "B".

If subscriber "A" and subscriber "B" use the same GGSN, both G-CDRs or or eG-CDRs are produced at that GGSN.

If session leg (2) requires a PDP context activation the respective PDP records will contain a network initiated PDP context activation-flag.

The records generated are subsequently transferred to the CGF (A). The CGF transfers the CDRs to the BS.
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Figure 5.10: Packet-switched mobile to mobile context

5.2.4.3
PDN to mobile context

Figure 5.11 illustrates a simple incoming Packet-Switched domain context from a mainframe "A" to mobile subscriber "B" via a PDN (1). After the location of subscriber "B" is determined, the PDP context is activated (2).

The GGSN receiving the PDUs shall generate a G-CDR or eG-CDR whereas the SGSN currently serving subscriber "B" creates an S-CDR. These records contain a flag that the PDP context is activated due to network request.

The records generated are subsequently transferred to the CGF (A). The CGF transfers the CDRs to the BS.
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Figure 5.11: PDN to mobile context

5.2.4.4
Mobile to PDN context while roaming, GGSN in HPLMN

Figure 5.12 illustrates an outgoing Packet-Switched context from a roaming mobile subscriber "A" to mainframe "B" via Boarder Gateway, inter PLMN backbone and GGSN of the HPLMN (1).

The respective a-party related PDP context is activated in the SGSN and GGSN and PDUs are routed in MO and MT direction. The SGSN shall create an S-CDR (VPLMN) and a G-CDR or eG-CDR is generated at the used GGSN (HPLMN) for subscriber "A". From the GGSN the packets are sent via the PDN to the mainframe "B".

The records generated in the HPLMN and the VPLMN are subsequently transferred to the CGFs (A). The CGFs transfer the CDRs to the BS. (B)

Later on the records created in the VPLMN are transferred from the BS to the BS of the HPLMN via TAP procedure (C).

Note that this scenario is an example, representing only one case of roaming CDR generation.
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Figure 5.4: Mobile to PDN Context whilst roaming via BG
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6.1.3
FBC enhanced PDP context charging data in GGSN (eG-CDR)

If FBC is enabled and the collection of CDR data is enabled then the GGSN data specified in the following table shall be available for each PDP context. 
…
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6.3.1.2
Definition of the PS Information 

PS specific charging information is provided within the PS Information.

The detailed structure of the PS Information can be found in the table 6.3.1.2.

Table 6.3.1.2 : Structure of the PS Information

	Field
	Category
	Description

	Charging Id
	OC
	This field holds the Charging Id for this PDP context (this together with the GGSN-Address constitutes a unique identifier for the PDP context).

	PDP Type
	OC
	This field holds the type of PDP context, e.g. IP or PPP.

	PDP Address
	OC
	This field holds the PDP address of the served IMSI, i.e. IPv4 or IPv6. This parameter shall be present except when both the PDP type is PPP and dynamic PDP address assignment is used.

	Negotiated QoS Profile
	OC
	This field holds the QoS profile applied by GGSN. See NOTE.

	SGSN Address
	OC
	This field holds the SGSN IP address that is used by the GTP control plane for the handling of control messages. It may be used to identify the PLMN to which the user is attached.

	GGSN Address
	OC
	This field holds the IP-address of the GGSN that generated the Charging Id.

	CG Address
	OC
	This field holds the Charging Gateway IP address.

	IMSI MCC MNC
	OC
	This field holds the MCC and MNC extracted from the user's IMSI (first 5 or 6 digits, as applicable from the presented IMSI).

	GGSN MCC MNC
	OC
	This field holds the MCC-MNC of the network the GGSN belongs to.

	NSAPI
	OC
	This field Identifies a particular PDP context for the associated PDN and MSISDN/IMSI from creation to deletion. See NOTE.

	Called Station Id 
	OC
	This field contains the identifier of the access point (APN) the user is connected to.

	Session Stop Indicator
	OC
	This field indicates to the OCS that the last PDP context of a session is released and that the PDP session has been terminated.

	Selection Mode
	OC
	This field contains the Selection mode for this PDP Context received in the Create PDP Context Request Message.

	Charging Characteristics
	OC
	This field contains the charging characteristics for this PDP Context received in the Create PDP Context Request Message (only available in R99 and later releases).

	SGSN MCC MNC
	OC
	This field holds the MCC and MNC extracted from the RAI within the Create PDP Context Request or Update PDP Context Request message.

	MS Time Zone
	OC
	This field indicates the offset between universal time and local time in steps of 15 minutes of where the MS currently resides.

	Rule Base Name
	OC
	This field holds the name of a pre‑defined group of PCC rules residing at the PCEF.

	User Location Info
	OC
	This field indicates details of where the UE is currently located (e.g. SAI or CGI).

	RAT Type
	OC
	This field indicates which Radio Access Technology is currently serving the UE.

	Furnish Charging Information
	OC
	This field contains the PS Furnish Information Elements.

	NOTE:
For Network Requested Secondary PDP Context Activation, the CCR Initial does not contain a value of NSAPI, whilst the Negotiated QoS profile reflects the requested QoS profile used in the activation request.


	End of modifications
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