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1
Status Report
During Release 7, there was no interest shown in the “forward compatibility” issues related to IRP Systems.  There was no sustained interest to work on BC solution related to CORBA SS.  However, there was substantial interest to work on BC solutions related to XSD schema.  The discussion of the latter part was carried out mainly in Methodology WI, in the name of Extension or extension rules.
Some members of the group considered the “IRPAgent level” (see subclass 5.3 of reference [1]) solution is sufficient to resolve the BC issue and therefore, BC solution for CORBA technology would not be necessary. 
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3
Proposed Action Forward 
Given the status of the work (in subclass 1), we suggest the following actions.
1. Publish the [1] as Release 7 32.154.  This document would have references to “forward compatibility” removed.  It would emphasie that the “IRPAgent level” BC solution is applicable to all solutions.  It would also reword its text to emphasize that the “IRP level” BC solution is specifically related to XSD solutions which would be published under Methodology WI, in due time.

2. Continue the BC related work in Methodology WI.  The following are current topics in Methodology WIs that are related to BC issues:

· Template on Requirement (location to be determined)

· Interface IS, NRM IS (32.151) 
· SS & XSD schema (new 32.153)
· NRM IOC extension rules including its Use Cases (new Annex F, G, H of 32.150)
· IOC Name Convention (new Annex F of 32.300)

· Solution to manage MIT whose nodes may span two major releases (new Annex I of 32.150)
