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1. Overall Description:

SA5 wishes to thank TISPAN8 for their LS on IMS Harmonization and IMS Network Resource Model.  
SA5 wishes to respond and inform TISPAN8 on the status of the IMS NRM IRP in 3GPP TS 32.73x:

· Regarding the IMS NRM IRP, all TSs 32.731 (Requirements), 32.732 (IS), 32.733  (CORBA SS) and 32.735 (Bulk CM XML file format definition) were approved as Rel-7 by SA#34  plenary in Dec 2006, and are now published as version 700 (see http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/Specs/latest/Rel-7/32_series/ ). In addition, SA5 has agreed for submission to SA#35 Approval in Mar 2007 a set of CRs to include the HssFunction in the IMS NRM IRP (and move related link objects from CN to IMS NRM IRP). 

· SA5 is also looking forward to the already planned conference calls (on the 16 Feb and 6 Mar 2007) and the face-to-face meeting with TISPAN8 in May 2007 to further progress this harmonization.

Regarding TISPAN8 questions in the LS 11tTD351:

1. On the planned use of Use cases for IMS NRM: As you are aware, SA5 has recently agreed with ITU-T SG4 (Q9/4) to use a common template and methodology for requirement specifications, which also includes Use cases. As soon as the first version of this new template is approved (expected by the first half of 2007), SA5 will use it for all new requirement specifications. For existing requirement specifications, due to the fact that Release 7 is planned to be frozen in March 2007 and there is a time pressure to complete the remaining Work Tasks, it is unlikely that SA5 will be able to produce any Use cases for the IMS NRM in 3GPP Release 7. The current NRM contains attributes for basic FM, CM and PM purposes, which at the time of definition were justified by means of discussion documents and meeting discussions, and which (unfortunately) have not been documented within Use cases in the TSs. That is what SA5 believes will improve for any new definitions, as soon as the Requirements and Analysis phase methodology has been agreed with ITU-T SG4 (the Analysis phase methodology is not yet completed but has reached a quite mature state already). We welcome any inputs from TISPAN8 to further improve the application of uses cases within the Requirements and Analysis phases.
2. On the Solution Set (SS) technologies: SA5 currently has three valid Solution Set technologies – CMIP/GDMO, CORBA/IDL and SOAP/XML. The current recommendations on their use are stated in TS 32.101 Annex C as follows: 

“IRPAgents may support only one Solution Set. IRPManagers shall support all Solutions Sets that are supported by IRPAgents they communicate with.

For Release 7, SOAP is the preferred technology for Subscription Management (SuM) and CORBA is the preferred technology for other management applications. For further details on SOAP and XML-based Solution Sets, see TR 32.809 [110].”

SA5 currently does not have any more specific plans than what is described by the above statement. Please note also that there are currently no plans to maintain existing CMIP SSs from Rel-7 onwards. SA5 has no plans for other SSs for IMS NRM IRP, in addition to CORBA.

2. Actions: 

SA5 invites TISPAN8 to continue reusing the  IMS NRM IRP in 3GPP TS 32.73x-family, as well as any other 3GPP IRPs applicable to TISPAN8, without any modifications. In case any modifications are identified as necessary for TISPAN, they should be proposed to 3GPP SA5 in order to maintain consistency between SA5 and TISPAN8. 
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