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1
Decision/action requested

The requirement for acknowledgement from IRP Manager when IRP Manager finishs getting files from IRP Agent is added and presented for decision.
2
References

[1]
3GPP TS 32.341 File Transfer (FT) Integration Reference Point (IRP): Requirements
[2]
IETF RFC 959: "File Transfer Protocol (FTP)"; October 1985, J. Postel, J. Reynolds, ISI.
(Status: Standard).
3
Rationale

In general, as a server in file transfer actions, IRP Agent shall know the result of all the file exchange procedures. The acknowledgement of whether the files are transferred successfully or not will help the IRP Agent maintained its file system. We already have the acknowledgement when IRP Manager finished putting files to the IRP Agent, but no acknowledgement when IRP Manager finished getting files from IRP Agent.
There are two cases of files transfer between IRP Manager and IRP Agent.
Case 1: IRP Manager downloads files to IRP Agent, the response message “filedownloadindication” has already been defined in specifications.
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Case 2: IRP Manager uploads files from IRP Agent, the response message “fileuploadindication” is missing.
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The benefits of adding the acknowledgement when IRP Manager finished getting files from IRP Agent are:

1) In exceptional cases of errors occurred during file exchange procedur between IRP Agent and IRP Manager, the acknowledgement will let IRP Agent know if the file has been transferred. Hence, it can be help for IRP Agent to decide whether the file should be kept even the deletion time reached.
2) There are also some cases the notifyFileReady notifications are lost, the IRP Agent even don’t know the notifications are lost if no acknowledgement from IRP Manager.

4
Detailed proposal

File exchange requirements

The IRP Manager shall be able to:

· Upload (read) one or more files from the IRP Agent using FTP and indicate to the IRP Agent that files have been uploaded.

· Download (write) one or more files to the IRP Agent using SFTP and indicate to the IRP Agent that files have been downloaded (the SFTP purpose here is to protect the integrity of the IRPAgents file system).

Subsequently: the IRP Manager will always act as the initiator (client) of file transfer actions, while the IRP Agent shall provide the corresponding server capabilities.

This IRP Agent should provide the following notifications to the IRP Manager:

· "File Ready", indicating that a file is ready for upload;
· "File Preparation Error", indicating that an error occurred during or before file preparation and that no file is being made available related to a specific request;
· “File Deleted”, indicating that a file has been made unavailable for access though Itf-N.

