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0 Preface

The SWG-B plenary deals with

· organisational and other non-technical aspects of the SWG.

· all technical aspects that cannot be attributed to one of the SWG-B rapporteur groups (Bearer/Service/IMS Charging).  This item mainly encompasses the OCS work (TR 32.815 and TS 32.296)

· cross-raporteur group technical items, i.e covering more than one of the RGs.  This item encompasses the overall charging architecture (TS 32.240), the work on the Bx interface (TS 32.297) and the global CDR parameter and syntax description (TS 32.298).
1 Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 10:45 hrs local time on Monday 12th January, 2004.
2 Participant registration

11 delegates attended the meeting.  The list of participants can be found in Annex C.

3 Approval of the agenda (S5-044000)

The agenda/timeline of the overall SWG-B meeting (plenary and RGs) was agreed (S5-044000) as proposed.  As usual, adaptations of the SWG-B timeline during the meeting will be possible at the group’s discretion.

4 Registration of Documents

Contributions that were broached and closed during this meeting are highlighted in green in the tables below.  Documents that were discussed but not closed are highlighted in grey.  Discussion and conclusions of all such highlighted documents are presented in section 7 of this report.

Non-highlighted documents have not been broached at all during the meeting, implying that no discussion of these documents is found in section 7.

4.1 Input Documents

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-034703
	SWG-B #36 plenary report
	Chair
	5, 5.1.x

	S5-034754
	Rev. Draft TS 32.296 v0.2.0
	T-Mobile
	7.3.2

	S5-044007
	Charging Requirements on File Transfer IRP
	Motorola
	7.2

	S5-044008
	Arguments for Rating Interface Option 2 only
	T-Mobile
	7.3.1

	S5-044009
	Arguments for Rating Interface Option 3 only
	Amdocs
	7.3.1

	S5-044010
	Arguments for Rating Interface Option 2 and 3
	Siemens
	7.3.1

	S5-044011
	OCS TS32.296 draft 0.4.0
	Amdocs
	7.3.2

	S5-044012
	SP-030670 Summary of SA e-mail discussion on organisation of charging work – Lucent Technologies
	MCC
	8.2

	S5-044013
	2nd set SA charging fiesta
	MCC
	8.2

	S5-044015
	IETF Status REPORT – by CN Chair (SP-030734)
	MCC
	7.4.1

	S5-044017
	Proposals to SA#22 on organisation of charging work in SP-030784 (Source: Lucent, Siemens, Motorola, Nokia, T-Mobile, Nortel, Alcatel)
	MCC
	8.2

	S5-044020
	Draft TS 32.240-110
	Siemens
	7.1.1

	S5-044023
	Charging Middle Tier TS Template
	T-Mobile
	7.4.2

	S5-044025
	Rel-6 CR 32.298 Correction on the third party pay parameters
	Huawei
	7.1.2

	S5-044030
	Draft TS 32.296 v0.4.0
	T-Mobile
	7.3.2

	S5-044031
	Arguments for Rating Interface Option 2 and 3
	Amdocs
	7.3.1


4.2 Output Documents to the SA5 plenary

None.
4.3 Other Input Documents

The following documents were contributed during the meeting, partially due to actions taken by delegates in the course of the meeting.

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-044035
	Rel-6 Draft 3GPP TS 32.297v1.2.0
	T-Mobile
	7.2

	S5-044036
	Revised draft TS 32.296
	Amdocs
	7.3.2


4.4 Other Output Documents

The following documents have been produced during the meeting.  All are outputs of the review and discussion of the respective input contributions.  See sections listed in the table below for details.

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-044039
	Charging Middle Tier TS Template
	SWG-B
	7.4.2

	S5-044040
	TS 32.296v0.5.0
	SWG-B
	7.3.2

	S5-044041
	TS 32.240v1.2.0
	SWG-B
	7.1.1

	S5-044051
	Rel-6 Draft 3GPP TS 32.297v1.2.1
	SWG-B
	7.2


5 Review of the last meeting report

The last meeting report from the SWG-B plenary can be found in S5-044703.  It was agreed without changes.

5.1 Action items from the last meeting

5.1.1 Siemens and T-Mobile to provide TS 32.240v0.6.0 for TSG for information
This document was provided, in line with the request made to the SA5 plenary at meeting #36, as documented in section 5.2 below.  This AI is closed.
5.1.2 T-Mobile to update TS 32.298 with the extended QoS information
A new version of TS 32.298 is not yet available.  This TS is not seen as the highest priority at this point in time.  The “extended QoS” and BS30 items remain on the to-do list for this TS and will be introduced into the next TS draft.

Due to the above, it is not meaningful to maintain this AI.  The AI is closed.

5.1.3 Siemens to discuss the inclusion of S5-034307 into TS 32.297 with the TS editor and provide an update of S5-034307 if needed

There is no need to provide an update of S5-034307.  The remaining items from this contribution have been provided to the TS 32.297 editor.  A contribution to this TS was delivered for this meeting by T-Mobile (S5-044035), this contribution also picks up the remaining items from S5-034307, as notified by Siemens.  Thus it is expected that there will be a new version of TS 32.297 after this meeting that includes this material.  Refer to section 7.2 below for details.  The AI is closed.
5.1.4 Motorola / SWG-B chair to arrange a joint session with the FT IRP RG of SWG-C

This joint session is arranged for the first quarter on the Tuesday.  The AI is closed.
5.1.5 Motorola to provide a contribution discussing the issues that SWG-B raised on the use of the FT IRP

This contribution was delivered in S5-044007.  The AI is closed.
5.1.6 TS 32.296 editor to exchange the term “scenario” with “methods”
This change has been introduced into the new TS version in S5-044011.  The AI is closed.
5.1.7 T-Mobile to provide a contribution to describe scenarios with multiple price requests in clause 6.2.1.2 of TS 32.296

This work is being postponed until the basic decision of which options to pursue in TS 32.296, as discussed in section 7.3.1 below, has been taken.  As this decision was taken during the meeting (cf. 7.3.1 below), the T-Mobile contribution is now expected for the next meeting.  The AI remains open.
5.1.8 Document champions to assure the provision of the three “option documents”

These documents can be found in S5-044008, S5-044009 and S5-044010.  The AI is closed.
5.2 Request for SA5 action from the last meeting

5.2.1 Approval of the procedure for deciding on whether to send Draft TS 32.240 to the upcoming SA plenary for information
SWG-B proposed to deliver draft TS 32.240 by the Monday following the SA5 plenary and then forward this document to TSG SA for information if it passes a one week email approval.  SA5 agreed to this procedure.
Note that the TS did pass the e-approval and was therefore sent to the TSG.  It was accepted by SA for information and now has the baseline version 1.0.0, on which to base any new work.  A new draft, based on the output of the TSG meeting, is provided in S5-044020 (cf. section 7.1.1 below).
5.2.2 Appointment of Gerald Goermer (Siemens) as the SWG-B vice chair
SWG-B proposed Gerald as its Vice Chair.  SA5 agreed to this proposal and formally implemented this appointment.
6 Liaisons with other groups

6.1 Incoming Liaisons

None.
6.2 Outgoing Liaisons

None.
7 Discussion of agenda items and contributions

This section presents the SWG-B plenary discussions and decisions on contributions pertaining to the agenda as specified in sections 3 and 4 of this report.

7.1 Rel-6 Feature “Charging Management”
7.1.1 Draft Rel-6 TS 32.240

S5-044020 “Draft TS 32.240 version 1.1.0”.
This is the new version of TS 32.240, based on the output of the last TSG meeting where the draft TS had been submitted for information.  The following changes are proposed:
· Alignment of references with proposals from the TS template (see 7.4.2);
· Introduction of new acronyms “Charging Data Function” and “Charging Trigger Function”;

· Alignment of figure 6.1 according to these new acronyms, and corresponding adaptations of the description of the charging functions;
· Insertion of a strawman clause 7.5 for charging correlation.
These changes were agreed, and subsequently a new output version (1.2.0) of the TS was created (S5-044041).

Closed.  The outcome of the above discussion and conclusion can be found in S5-044041.
This part of the Rel-6 charging work is on schedule.

7.1.2 Draft Rel-6 TS 32.298

S5-044025 “Rel-6 CR 32.298 Correction on the third party pay parameters”.

This document proposes the addition, in TS 32.298, of parameters for third party charging to MMS CDRs.  It is based on a corresponding CR to TS 32.270 (S5-044024 - see SC RG report).  Since S5-044024 was agreed, this change proposal was equally supported.  It was noted, however, that no CR is needed as TS 32.298 is not under change control yet.  Hence this document will form the basis for the TS editor to incorporate the change and will be put onto the to-do list for this TS (such as the BS30 and extended QoS items).
Closed.
This part of the Rel-6 charging work remains on schedule.

7.2 Rel-6 WT “Interfaces to Billing Domain, Bx”
S5-044007 “Charging Requirements on File Transfer IRP”.
This document was created in response to an action item taken by Motorola at the last meeting.  It summarises the group’s discussion of the items that should be contributed to the joint FT IRP session with the other SWGs, and it was agreed by SWG-B.
Closed.  Will be contributed to the Joint FT IRP Session.
The Joint Session with the other SWGs on the FT IRP took place on the Tuesday morning.  
Motorola presented the above document at the meeting.  No conclusions were reached at the Joint Session, however, SWG-C will take the points raised by SWG-B into account for the further development of the FT IRP.  For SWG-B, this means that TS 32.297 will continue to be progressed as decided before, i.e. such that CDR file transfer will work without the FT IRP, and that the FT IRP can possibly be used on top of the stand-alone functionality.  The decision on the latter item will be taken when the specification of the FT IRP is more mature, i.e. it can then be seen what the added value is that the FT IRP may provide for charging.  Further inputs to this work from the charging perspective is encouraged.
S5-044035 “Rel-6 Draft 3GPP TS 32.297v1.2.0”.

This new draft was brought forward based on related discussions at earlier meetings.  Besides alignment in the “scope” and “reference” clauses with the TS template (see 7.4.2), major changes are proposed in clause 5, where the enhancements circle around issues such as the management of CDRs and CDR files on the CGF.  Additionally, a rearrangement of text in clause 6 is proposed, but no substance is added as yet.  Clause 4 also sees some streamlining of text.
Most of the changes were agreed by the group.  On some open or contentious items, editor notes have been added.  The result of the discussion is found in S5-044051, TS 32.297v1.2.1.

Closed.  The outcome of the above discussion and conclusion can be found in S5-044051.
WT completion is on schedule.
7.3 Rel-6 WT “Online Charging System – Rating Application”
7.3.1 Decision on Re options
It had been agreed at the last meeting to generate three documents as listed below, in order to decide on which of the two Re options described in TR 32.815 should be implemented in TS 32.296.  Each of the documents had a “document champion” assigned as the coordinator of all contributions toward the document as follows:

S5-044008, “Arguments for Rating Interface Option 2 only” (T-Mobile)

S5-044009, “Arguments for Rating Interface Option 3 only” (Amdocs)

S5-044010, “Arguments for Rating Interface Option 2 and 3” (Siemens)

S5-044008 “Arguments for Rating Interface Option 2 only”.
This document was presented by the document champion.  There were only comments for a general discussion and not specific to this document, so the group moved on to the next document.

Closed, Noted.  The decision on the option(s) will be taken after all three documents have been broached.
S5-044009 “Arguments for Rating Interface Option 3 only”.
This document was presented by the document champion.  It was commented that it focusses on developer’s views, while operator’s views and requirements should be seen as more central.  It was further claimed that the latter was indeed the case in S5-044008.  It was also stated that the use of group counters, being upheld as a major benefit of option 3, would not work in large networks with (physically) several rating engines, because in that case it would necessitate inter-rating engine communication.  In case of option 2, a group account would be managed instead, thus employing the same approach for groups and individuals.

Another point raised was that this contribution uses non-3GPP or even non-mobile network scenarios as its reasoning (ATMs, hotel loyalty programs, etc.).  Also, in contrast to the use cases depicted in the contribution, the QoS of a session would not be determined at the end of the session, it would either depend on the service, and thus be considered constant during service delivery, or it would have to be rerated immediately when it changes on the bearer level.  The idea of treating QoS, as presented in S5-044009, doesn’t seem to match the way GPRS treats QoS.

There was also a disagreement on whether there is a difference between the two options presented in S5-044008 and S5-044009 in terms of how long a group counter or account would be blocked by a single user “session” (this is claimed as an advantage of option 3 in S5-044009).
Closed, Noted.  The decision on the option(s) will be taken after all three documents have been broached.
S5-044010 “Arguments for Rating Interface Option 2 and 3”.
This document was presented by the document champion.  It claims that both option2 and 3 are needed to support the flexibility needed by the market.  There were no specific remarks or questions.  As it was shown by the subsequent preference poll among group members, this proposal was the only one where none of the delegates objected to.  Hence the group agreed this proposal.  It was further agreed to specify the flows for each option separately so as to enhance clarity of the specification, but the protocol specification clause in TS 32.296 will provide a combined definition.  The latter approach shows that supporting both solutions can indeed by seen as a single specification, hence the group feels that this agreement does satisfy the guidance from SA#21 to avoid separate solutions.
Closed, agreed.  The group will further work on TS 32.296 to include both options.
Note the procedure and result on the above decision making process.  On the question who would prefer which of the options:
- Tdoc S5-044008:  4 preferences;
- Tdoc S5-044009:  1 preference;
- Tdoc S5-044010:  4 preferences.
On the question of who would object if the group chose a particular option, the result was:
- Tdoc S5-044008:  2 objections;

- Tdoc S5-044009:  6 objections;
- Tdoc S5-044010:  0 objections.
S5-044031 “Arguments for Rating Interface Option 2 and 3”.
This material is fully covered by Tdoc S5-044010.

Withdrawn.

7.3.2 Draft TS 32.296
Based upon the above decision, a new draft of TS 32.296 (S5-044036) was presented to the group, based on S5-044011 and S5-044030.  Particularly, it implements the method of specifying the flows and protocol details as described in 7.3.1 above.  Therefore, all older drafts of the TS were no longer valid.

S5-034754 “Rev. Draft TS 32.296 v0.2.0”.
Closed.  This document had been superseded by S5-044030.

S5-044011 “OCS TS32.296 draft 0.4.0”.
Withdrawn in favour of S5-044036.

S5-044030 “Draft TS 32.296 v0.4.0”.
Withdrawn in favour of S5-044036.

S5-044036 “Revised draft TS 32.296”.

This draft was discussed extensively, and many items could be resolved as well as topics that need further work and agreement identified.  A new draft that will be used as the future baseline version was agreed at the end of the session (S5-044040).  All new changes are contained with revision marks.

Closed.  The new draft of TS 32.296 (v0.5.0) with the above agreements is found in S5-044040.

WT completion is on schedule.

7.4 Non-WT related technical items

7.4.1 IETF co-ordination / dependencies

S5-044015 “IETF Status REPORT – by CN Chair (SP-030734)”.
This document provides a list of 3GPP dependencies on IETF work.  Concerning SWG-B, the Diameter CCA is listed as a critical Rel-6 item for IMS only.  This may eventually have to be replaced by the DCC for all 3GPP online charging, if the DCC gets adopted by SWG-B.
Closed, noted.

It was discussed, after various related discussions by individual delegates both within and outside of SA5, how the coordination between the IETF AAA WG and SWG-B on the issue of DCC can be amended to avoid past problems, e.g. changing the CCA concept towards DCC without this information being passed to SWG-B, from happening.  It was also stated that more involvement of SWG-B in DCC work would be needed, however, due to the way of working of the IETF, this is only possible by individuals. See IMS RG report for further details concerning the DCC and 3GPP online charging.

It was decided to instantiate a SWG-B liaison rapporteur for DCC issues, this task will be performed by Nortel (Chris Richards).  Due to the close links of Nokia and Ericsson SWG-B delegates with their respective DCC colleagues, these two delegates will support Chris with his task.  The following procedure was agreed:

· Ericsson and Nokia will provide their points to Nortel until 5 working days (= normal SA5 document submission deadline) before each SWG-B meeting;

· Nortel will then provide a written report, covering all inputs, until 2 working days before the meeting.

7.4.2 Relation with IPDR
SWG-B chair was contacted by a member of the IPDR, suggesting that there might be commonality between the work of SWG-B and IPDR.  It was agreed that this issue should not be ignored.

Recognising that Amdocs, a permanent member of SWG-B, is a charter member of IPDR, it was agreed to ask Amdocs (delegate was no longer present when this topic was addressed) to give the group a short presentation on the activities of IPDR at the next meeting.

7.4.3 Template for Charging TSs

S5-044023 “Charging Middle Tier TS Template”.
This document provides a template for TSs in the 32.250 – 32.279 number range (so-called “middle tier”), which provides rules and prepared text parts for how to draft “middle tier” TSs.  This should assist editors to assure that all middle tier TSs contain the same information in identical clauses of the TS.  Thereby, it would both help the readers and the editors of the specifications.

The document was reviewed and some questions from the contributor clarified.

· The proposed generic scope was agreed.

· It was decided that the reference numbering scheme should be unified for all TSs except of the 200 range, which are the references specifc to each TS.  It was acknowledged that this will require further work to complete the set of common 3GPP references (100 range).

· It was observed that the charging function names need to be aligned with the latest draft of TS 32.240.

It was finally noted that many of the proposals made in the template - especially those related to the “scope” and “references” clauses - should also be applied to non-middle tier TSs.  I.e., these clauses need to be aligned with the template by all TS editors.
A new version of the template, implementing the above changes, can be found in S5-044039 (post-meeting document).  This revision will be reviewed at the next meeting, completion of the references in the 100 range will also be attempted.

Closed, revised by Tdoc S5-044039.

8 Any other business

8.1 SWG-B vice chair nominations
No new nominations for the second open vice chair position were put forward, so the second vice chair position remains open.  There will be no further reporting of this topic unless new nominations are presented, which may occur at any time of the respective delegate’s / companies choosing.
8.2 Result of charging organisation discussion at SA

S5-044012 “SP-030670 Summary of SA e-mail discussion on organisation of charging work – Lucent Technologies”.
This document presents a summary of discussions at SA level concerning the future organisation of charging work, compiled by the SA e-discussion moderator.

Closed, noted.
S5-044013 “2nd set SA charging fiesta”.
Not available.  This document is considered withdrawn.
S5-044017 “Proposals to SA#22 on organisation of charging work in SP-030784 (Source: Lucent, Siemens, Motorola, Nokia, T-Mobile, Nortel, Alcatel)”.
This document discusses the current situation of 3GPP charging work, on the basis of the discussion summarised in S5-044012.  It also analyses a number of proposals as to how charging work should be organised after the end of Rel-6, including the obvious option of leaving everything as it is.  It was noted that, for post-Release 6, SA have neither agreed to leave charging in SA5, nor on any change proposal.

Closed, noted.  SWG-B will carry on to work on Rel-6 charging with continuous dedication.
9 Scheduling of future meetings

The next SWG-B meeting is scheduled from the 23rd – 27th February, 2004, in Malaga, Spain, hosted by the European Friends of 3GPP.  This is a SA5 meeting with a full plenary.  Thus, there are about 14 quarters available for SWG-B work at this meeting.  SWG-B plans to allocate additional time on the Friday between approx. 11:00 until no later than 16:00.  Details on allocation of meeting quarters to rapporteur sessions will be proposed by the SWG-B chair in S5-044100 (agenda/timeline) in due time, based on the agenda items and available contributions.

10 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 hrs local time on Wednesday, 14th January 2004.  Parts of the “overflow” sessions on the schedule were also used later, for plenary topics presented in this report.
Annex A

Requests for SA5 action

None
Annex B

Action items from this meeting (SA5#36)

Unless stated otherwise, the action items are for the next following meeting.

1. T-Mobile to provide a contribution to describe scenarios with multiple price requests in clause 6.2.1.2 of TS 32.296 (5.1.7).
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