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1. Introduction

This document is mirror CR for Rel6. The corresponding Rel 5 CR is S5-034729.
2. Proposal

NEC proposes the following changes in subclause 6.1.2.4.16 of TS 32.260 
Change in Clause 5.1
5.1
IMS Charging Principles

The AS and MRFC are able to distinguish whether to apply offline or online charging, i.e. whether to send charging information on the Rf interface to the CCF or on the Ro interface to the ECF (or to use both). The decision of which interface to use is based on the information (CCF and/or ECF address) the AS/MRFC receive in the SIP signalling and the system configuration as provisioned by the operator. If the AS/MRFC only receive the CCF address and do not receive an ECF address then they use only the Rf interface. If only the ECF address was provided then they use only the Ro interface. In cases where both CCF and ECF addresses are provided it is possible to use both interfaces simultaneously. 
The CCF addresses and ECF addresses are retrieved from an Home Subscriber Server (HSS) via the Cx interface and passed by the S-CSCF to subsequent entities. The charging function addresses are passed from the S-CSCF to the IM CN subsystem entities in its home network, but are not passed to the visited network or the UE. When the P-CSCF is allocated in the visited network, then the charging function addresses are obtained by means outside the scope of this document. The AS receives the charging function addresses from the S-CSCF via the ISC interface. CCF and/or ECF addresses may be allocated as locally preconfigured addresses. When the I-CSCF forwards the incoming initial request directly to AS, the AS shall retrieve the charging function addresses from the HSS via the Sh interface. The AS may also retrieve the charging function addresses from the HSS via Sh interface when AS initiates session or standalone transaction for the public service identity (PSI) routing.
However, operators may overrule the addresses received via the SIP signalling and use their own configured rules instead. Operators may configure locally on the AS/MRFC an ECF and/or CCF address. The CCF address may be locally configured on all other IMS nodes. The choice of whether the IMS nodes use the locally configured addresses or the addresses received by SIP signalling, and the decision on which interface(s) to use, is left for operator configuration.

All other IMS nodes (S-CSCF, P-CSCF, I-CSCF, BGCF and MGCF) apply offline charging via the Rf interface using the CCF address as received via SIP signalling or the locally configured CCF address. The S-CSCF supports online charging using the ISC interface, i.e. if the application server addressed over ISC is the Session Charging Function of the OCS.

End of Change in Clause 5.1
End of Document
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