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1
Background

Ericsson presented a contribution of the same title (S5-036312) during the last meeting.  Ericsson position was to mandate the use of VsDataContainer to capture vendor-specific-extended (VSE) behaviour and disallow the use of sub-classing (to capture VSE behaviour).

Ericsson proposed position on that matter did not receive support from all members.  One objection is that when a vendor needs to simply add one or two attributes to the standard set, the use of VsDataContainer would be complex relative to the use of sub-classing.

2.
Our Response

1. Our position is that since sub-classing is not proposed to be a replacement of VsDataContainer (i.e., to disallow the use of VsDataContainer) and therefore, support and use of VsDataContainer should be expected in IRPManagers and IRPAgents involved.  In such context, the additional support of sub-classing, however simple, adds complexity to both IRPManagers and IRPAgents involved.  This additional complexity is our reason for disallowing the use of sub-classing (to capture VSE behaviour).

2. At present and without change to the specifications on the matter, a vendor can capture the VSE behaviour in VsDataContainer or sub‑classing or both.  Should the group decide on it, Ericsson would have no strong opposition provided that the following restrictions be applied to sub-classing (for use to capture VSE behaviour):

· Addition of small amount of attributes only.

· Disallow the additional of relationship attributes.

· A VSE sub-class cannot contain a VsDataContainer class.

· The VSE sub-class name shall follow a to-be-defined 3GPP NRM class name convention.

 .  

   Furthermore, such definitions (of restrictions) can be discussed in the WT09 Backward Compatibility.
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