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Background

The following quote is from the last paragraph of the clause 4 of the draft Entry Point (EP) IRP Requirement specification.

“

The EPIRP knows the References of IRPs that is contained by the same entity containing the EPIRP.  How EPIRP is made aware of IRP References are outside the scope of standardization 

“

Problem

The last sentence of the quoted text (in clause “Background”) has no problem.  The first sentence, however, has problems.  They are:

1. Using an example of an IRPAgent containing 3 instances, EPIRP-x, AlarmIRP-x, NotificatonIRP-x and BulkCMIRP-x, then the first sentence says that EPIRP-x only knows the IRPReference(s) of AlarmIRP-x, NotificatonIRP-x and BulkCMIRP-x.  The knowledge of this EPIRP-x, regarding IRPReferences, may not be useful since References of IRPs contained by the same IRPAgent can share the same Reference rendering the EPIRP service useless.  

2. The knowledge of this EPIRP-x, regarding IRPReferences, is limited.  In a large network management domain where multiple IRPAgents can exist, the quote implies that there is a need to have multiple EPIRPs.

Proposal

Replace the quoted paragraph with the following.

“

An EPIRP is contained by an IRPAgent.  This containing IRPAgent may or may not contain other kinds of IRP such as AlarmIRP.  This is the choice of the vendor producing such product.

The IRPAgent containment relation, with respect to other IOCs such as SubNetwork, is defined by the Generic NRM IRP [7].  This containment relation has no relation to the EPIRP knowledge regarding IRP References.  To say it in another way, the EPIRP knowledge about IRP References has no relationship to its Distinguished Name.  An EPIRP, named under one particular SubNetwork instance can have knowledge of IRP References of IRPs under other SubNetwork instances.  This is the choice of the vendor producing such product.  
How EPIRP knows about IRP References are outside the scope of standardization.
“
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