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1. Introduction

The charging specifications in Rel-5 are divided into two main types:

· the general architecture and charging principles description and

· the charging data description for CS, PS, IMS and MMS .

The specification of the data description for CS, PS and MMS itself is a collection of the charging data record including the detailed parameter description and the encoding rules for the record structure, the record parameter and the FTP transport parameter. In addition includes the specification for IMS the detailed accounting and credit control application parameter description based on Diameter. Therefore these specifications contains a mixed on- and offline description including technical rules. As the consequence some overlapping, references and duplicate definition occurs and causes some misinterpretations. 

2. Proposal

As for the work program in Rel-6 purposed, new interfaces and definitions should be introduced in addition of the existing specifications. Because the new on- and offline charging descriptions should be consistent with the existing specification, in general a common description for each charging business should be defined. 

Three examples:

· the usage of the Diameter based Online Charging protocol Ro is also proposed for MMS and for the PS domain as specified for IMS therefore a new technical specification should contain the common Accounting and Credit Control Application which are used by all services

· for the bulk transfer of CDRs to the billing system is a common Bx interface for all domains and services is proposed

· a unique ASN.1 object model in a new technical specification should be specified and be applicable to all CDR definitions

Caused on the generation of these new specifications the major changes in the existing specification e.g. removing of the ASN.1 part or Diameter description a new numbering schema will reflect the new spirit.

The following figure should illustrate the proposed document structure.  
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