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1 Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 08:45 hrs local time on Monday 18th November, 2002.

2 Participant registration

10 delegates attended the meeting.  The list of participants can be found in Annex C.

3 Approval of the agenda (S5-024500)

The timeline of the overall SWG-B meeting (plenary and RGs) was agreed as proposed.  It was acknowledged that adaptations during the course of the SWG-B meeting would be possible at the group’s discretion.

On the agenda / Tdoc list, it was clarified that Tdocs S5-024516 – S5-024518 (B/PS) were not available and would be submitted to SA5#32bis with a new Tdoc number.  It was clarified that S5-024535 had to be moved from the IMS Charging RG to the Bearer Charging RG, and the LS in S5-024558 appeared in both PS and IMS RGs due to overlapping topics.

With these changes and clarifications, Tdoc S5-024500 was agreed.

4 Registration of Documents

4.1 Input Documents

Tdoc
Title / Subject
Source

S5-024500
SWG-B #32 Agenda/Timeplan
SWG-B Chair

S5-024401
SWG-B #31 plenary report
SWG-B Chair

S5-024414
Proposed Changes to TS 32.200
Siemens/
T-Mobile

S5-024519
Specifications under SA5's (SWG-B) responsibility
SWG-B Chair

S5-024520
SWG-B Terms of Reference
SWG-B Chair

S5-024533
Definition of the Interface between the Core Network Charging Function and the Billing Domain, Bx
Lucent Technologies

S5-024574
SWG-B structure and working principles
SWG-B Chair

S5-020552
Lsin:  “New requirements about functionality to make subscription to different domains independent or linked based on operator decision”
SA1

S5-020618
Lsin:  “LS on Subscriber Certificates”
T3

S5-024567
LSin:  “New requirements about functionality to make subscription to different domains independent or linked based on operator decision”
SA3

4.2 Output Documents to the SA5 plenary

Tdoc
Title / Subject
Source

S5-024519
Specifications under SA5's (SWG-B) responsibility
SWG-B

S5-024520
SWG-B Terms of Reference
SWG-B

S5-024584
Lsout:  “New requirements about functionality to make subscription to different domains independent or linked based on operator decision” to SA1, cc SA2, SA3, SA5, T3 (Reply to S5-020552)
Ericsson

S5-024587
Definition of the Interface between the Core Network Charging Function and the Billing Domain, Bx
Lucent Technologies

5 Review of the last meeting report

The last meeting report from the SWG-B plenary can be found in S5-024401.  It was agreed without changes.

5.1 Action items from the last meeting

5.1.1 Provide WIDs for the Bearer Charging WTs (T-Mobile)

The WIDs can be found in Tdocs S5-024521 – S5-024524, these will be managed by the BC RG.  The action item is closed.  For details on the discussion and decisions on the proposed WTs, see BC RG report in S5-024504.

5.1.2 Provide WIDs for the IMS Charging WTs (Ericsson / Lucent)

The WIDs can be found in Tdocs S5-024525 – S5-024528, these will be managed by the IC RG.  The action item is closed.  For details on the discussion and decisions on the proposed WTs, see IMS RG report in S5-024505.

5.1.3 Provide WIDs for the SC Charging WTs (Nokia / Siemens)

The WIDs can be found in Tdocs S5-024529, S5-024530, and S5-024532, these will be managed by the SC RG.  The action item is closed.  For details on the discussion and decisions on the proposed WTs, see SC RG report in S5-024506.

5.1.4 Review and propose changes to S5-024454 (Chair)

The result of the chairman’s investigation can be found in S5-024519.  See subsection 7.2 for further information on the discussion and decisions on this document.  The action item is closed.

5.1.5 Provide a description of SWG-B structure and working procedures (Chair)

The SWG-B chair is still working on an initial draft of this document (S5-024574).  This draft will be made available on the SA5 server as soon as possible so that the discussion can start at the next meeting or ideally already before that via email.  The action item is closed.

5.1.6 Prepare for discussion and decision on Tdoc S5-024414 (All)

See sub section 7.1 below for further information.  The action item is closed.

5.2 Requests for SA5 action from the last meeting.

Not applicable as there was no SA5 plenary between the last SWG-B plenary and this one.  The results of the requests to the SA5 plenary from the last SWG-B plenary and this SWG-B plenary will be reported in the next SWG-B plenary report (SA5#32bis).

6 Liaisons with other groups

6.1 Incoming Liaisons

The following incoming LSs were handled by the SWG-B plenary.

S5-020552
LS from SA1:  “New requirements about functionality to make subscription to different domains independent or linked based on operator decision”
SA1

S5-020618
LS from T3:  “LS on Subscriber Certificates”
T3

S5-024567
LS from SA3:  “New requirements about functionality to make subscription to different domains independent or linked based on operator decision”
SA3

From S5-024567, it was learned that the CR that S5-020552 describes had not been agreed.  Therefore, it was not felt suitable to reply to S5-020552 with any detailed comments, but to indicate that SWG-B would be prepared to perform further analysis on the subject matter of the LS once the basis for such work in SA1 is stable.  A reply LS along that line was drafted, see S5-024584.

S5-020618 was noted by the group, no further action or reply is necessary.

Note that a significant number of further incoming LSs was treated in the RG sessions, see the respective RG session reports or the SWG-B presentation to SA5 plenary (S5-024502) for details.

6.2 Outgoing Liaisons

The following LS was sent as a reply to S5-020552, see subsection 6.1 above.

S5-024584
LSout:  “New requirements about functionality to make subscription to different domains independent or linked based on operator decision” to SA1, cc SA2, SA3, SA5, T3 (Reply to S5-020552)
Ericsson

7 Discussion of agenda items and contributions

This section presents the SWG-B plenary discussions and decisions on contributions pertaining to the agenda as specified in sections 3 and 4 of this report.

7.1 Updates to TS 32.200

Several changes to the first sections (until 4.2.3) of TS 32.200 are proposed in Tdoc S5-024414, and more change proposals are expected for the later clauses of this TS.  This contribution cannot be attributed to any of the current RGs (BC/SC/IC) as the material in question discusses general charging topics, such as overall architecture issues (“ubiquitous charging architecture”).  Therefore, with the CP RG no longer existing, this document is to be handled by the SWG-B plenary.  Future contributions may be specific to a certain domain or subsystem shall be handled in the respective RG, even if they target the same TS.

The discussion of S5-024414 was postponed to the next meeting due to lack of time.  It was observed that the discussion of TS 32.200 should be continued on the basis of a new agreed TS structure for Rel-6, once this is agreed in the group.  It is intended to discuss the TS structure topic at the next meeting, where contributions are expected.

7.2 3GPP TSs under SWG-B responsibility

In Tdoc S5-024454, the SA5 secretary had provided a list of specifications under SA5's responsibility.  The SWG-B chair reviewed this document as far as SWG-B is concerned, and proposed changes and updates in S5-024519.  This document was agreed by the group, the SWG-B chair will thus forward it to the SA5 secretary.

7.3 SWG-B Terms of Reference

SWG-B Terms of Reference had been agreed at the last meeting, see Tdoc S5-024461  However, the SWG-B chair proposed a revision of these ToR (S5-024520) in order to include all interfaces that exist in the 3GPP charging architecture into SWG-B’s scope of work.

It was discussed that co-operation with OMA should be considered.  However, it was observed that the relationship between OMA and 3GPP is still unclear and would anyway not be a matter for the SWG-B ToR.  It was further considered whether Diameter applications, such as credit control and accounting, should be mentioned in the ToR, however, it was agreed not to include such technology specific items into the Terms of Reference.

Finally, document S5-024520 was agreed without changes, therefore it will be presented for approval to the SA5 plenary at SA5#32, in lieu of S5-024461.

7.4 Specification of the Bx interface

A proposal for a work task “Definition of the Interface between the Core Network Charging Function and the Billing Domain, Bx” was submitted by Lucent (S5-024533).

Some discussion arose if, and how, the vendors of billing systems should be involved.  It was clarified that the goal of this WT is to provide more details of the B interface, i.e. a stage 2 and stage 3 description, in order to enhance interoperability between network components and billing systems.  The participation in specifying the TSs is open to any member of a 3GPP partner organisation, and the resulting standards can be implemented by any company at its own discretion resp. based on market demand.

The WID was agreed with some minor modifications (the addition of a dedicated TS and some editorials) and attached to all three Building Blocks of the CH Feature.  This WT will therefore be handled by the SWG-B plenary.  It can be found in S5-024587 and will be forwarded to the SA5 plenary for approval.

7.5 SWG-B structure and working procedures

The structure of SWG-B was agreed at thge last meeting and will be presented by the chair to the SA5 plenary.  A document is needed to describe the structure and to set out working procedures for SWG-B.

A description of the structure and an initial collection of working principles have been drafted by the SWG-B chair.  This draft still needs an editorial review before it can be released for comments.  The SWG-B chair will distribute the draft as soon as possible (S5-024574) so that the discussion can start at the next meeting or ideally already before that via email.

7.6 SWG-B work plan for Rel-6

The WIDs for the Feature “Charging Management” and the Building Block “Charging Management for Bearer level” are considered stable as agreed at the last meeting.

Based on the discussion of the proposed WTs, the IC BB agreed at the last meeting was revised as far as the specification of the WT1 is concerned, see the IC RG report for details.  A few editorial enhancements were also implemented.  These revisions resulted in the creation of Tdoc S5-024602 as the final agreed BB.  In consequence, the request to the SA5 plenary from the last SWG-B meeting, to approve the IC BB, was modified to apply to S5-024602 instead of S5-024464.

S5-024537 is a proposal by the SC RG to revise the “Service Charging” BB that had been agreed at the last meeting (S5-024465).  The new proposal contains some modifications of the WTs assigned to this BB and was proposed due to the definition of the WTs that had taken place in the meantime.  Refer to the SC RG report for more details on the discussion of this BB document.  The final SC BB WID for SA5 approval is S5-024597.  In consequence, the request to the SA5 plenary from the last SWG-B meeting, to approve the SC BB, was modified to apply to S5-024597 instead of S5-024465.

The final agreed Feature and Building Block WIDS will be forwarded to the SA5 plenary for approval.  The feature and the WT in S5-024587 will be further managed by the SWG-B plenary, while all other BBs and WTs will be managed by the respective RG.

8 Any other business

8.1 Common RG Report Template

It was proposed by the SWG-B chair to apply a common template for all RG reports (including the SWG-B plenary reports) so that all reports would use a consistent structure and contain the same information in the same place.  The chair will propose a common template (based on this report) for discussion at the next meeting.  A decision on the desired level of commonality and the common parts of the reports shall then be achieved at the next meeting.

With regard to the current SWG-B plenary report outline, it was decided to add at least a table of contents.

8.2 SWG-B’s usage of ADN

In the past, the working principle was that no Tdoc numbers should be taken from ADN during the last week before the meetings, due to expiry of the contribution submission deadline.  In order not to prevent late contributions from being submitted, document numbers for these late contributions had to be requested via email from the SWG chairs.  however, this rule has proven to put excessive load on the SWG chairs, and to be impractical e.g. in case of absence of the respective chair.

Therefore, SWG-B delegates will use ADN freely until any time before the start of the meeting.  SWG-B will then routinely align the chair’s document list with the list of ADN registered documents at the beginning of the meetings, assuming that the delegates that submit late contributions are present at the meeting to announce their latest document number reservations..

8.3 Use of NetMeeting

It was discovered that a major cost impact of hosting SA5 meetings is the use of video projectors simultaneously by all four SWGs.  Therefore, alternatives such as NetMeeting, which allows to co-operatively share documents between meeting delegates, should be considered.  However, it was observed that a dedicated server and the respective software would be needed.  The client software is expected to be freely available for all Oss used by the delegates.  Nokia took an action item to investigate for which OSs (Windows xx / Linux) NetMeeting server software is available, and, if possible, what the hardware requirements would be.

No further action, such as investigating security and performance issues of using NetMeeting, is currently taken by SWG-B, as the issue of reducing the need for costly rental of video projector lies in the hands of SA5.

9 Scheduling of future meetings

The next SA5 meeting (SA5 #32bis) will take place from the 20th to 24th January, 2003, in Sophia Antipolis, France.  As this is a “non-plenary” SA5 meeting (i.e. SWGs only), the total time available for SWG-B work amounts to 18 – 20 quarters, depending on the meeting closing time.  The SWG-B plenary will not need more than 1 – 2 quarters, preferably at the start of the meeting.  Details will be proposed by the SWG-B chair in S5-034000 in due time.

10 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 hrs local time on Monday, 18th November 2002.

Annex A

Requests for SA5 action

From SWG-B#31 (reference report: S5-024401):

1. SA5 is requested to approve the SWG-B agreed ToR in Tdoc S5-024461 (7.1).  This request was modified at SWG-B#32 due to revised ToR that shall be forwarded to the plenary(S5-024520), see below.
2. SA5 is requested to approve the “Charging Management” Feature in Tdoc S5-024462 (7.2.1).

3. SA5 is requested to approve the “Bearer Charging” Building Block in Tdoc S5-024463 (7.2.2).

4. SA5 is requested to approve the “IMS Charging” Building Block in Tdoc S5-024464 (7.2.3).  This request was modified at SWG-B#32 due to a revised BB that shall be forwarded to the plenary(S5-024602), see below.
5. SA5 is requested to approve the “Service Charging” Building Block in Tdoc S5-024465 (7.2.4).  This request was modified at SWG-B#32 due to a revised BB that shall be forwarded to the plenary(S5-024597), see below.
From SWG-B#32:

1. SA5 is requested to approve the LS in S5-024584 (6.2).

2. SA5 is requested to approve the SWG-B agreed ToR in Tdoc S5-024520 (7.3)

3. SA5 is requested to approve the WT in S5-024587 (7.4).

4. SA5 is requested to approve the “IMS Charging” Building Block in Tdoc S5-024602 (7.6).

5. SA5 is requested to approve the “Service Charging” Building Block in Tdoc S5-024597 (7.6).

Annex B

Action items from this meeting (SA5#32)

Unless stated otherwise, the action items are for the next following meeting.

1. SWG-B chair to distribute S5-024574 asap (7.5).

2. SWG-B chair to propose a common template for RG reports (8.1).

3. Nokia to check availability and hardware requirements for NetMeeting server for Windows and Linux OSs (8.3).
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