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Abstract of document:

This is a Technical Specification on Charging Management; Charging Data Description for IP Multimedia Subsystem. It contains the stage 3 specifications for both off-line and on-line charging that are needed for implementations of IMS.
Work done against the WID contained in SP-010654  (Work Item ID: OAM-CH).

Changes since last presentation to TSG-SA Meeting #16:

Version 1.5.0 was presented for Information at SA#16 (06/2002).

Completed document review including both on-line and off-line parts.
Status of this Specification:

This document represents the status of the Ts as of the end of SA5#30 (08/2002).
It was reviewed in detail by the entire SWGB during its SA5#29, SA5#29bis and SA5#30 meetings. 

The following are the major achievements:

· The online charging sections were reviewed and agreed.

· The Diameter message types and AVPs have been agreed.

· The detailed specifications of the offline and online flows were added and agreed.

· Full alignment with IETF credit control specifications was obtained.

Outstanding Issues:

At present, it contains the following open issues:

· The group was initially focused on the CDR content and then its focus shifted towards Diameter implementations. There is a need to revisit the fields in the CDRs and align them with the Diameter implementation (i.e., the AVPs).  A proposal for changes in the CDR content and format (ASN.1) is still under discussion.

· The use of the Accounting “Abort-Session-Request” and “Abort-Session-Answer” commands for offline charging needs to be further reviewed to ensure that the way it is specified in the document is aligned with the Diameter base protocol.

· Some error cases need further clarification and review (proposals are pending).

· Further alignments within the document and with the corresponding stage 2 (TS 32.200) may be needed.

Contentious Issues:

None.

