TO MEMBERS OF 3GPP TSG SA WG5    (Telecom Management)

Invitation to the 3GPP TSG SA WG5 SWG-C ad hoc meeting #29ter 

to be held on Thursday 15th – Friday 16th August 2002


 Tampere, Finland.
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Meeting venue by the Tammerkoski rapids 
Dear SA5 Colleagues,

Nokia has the pleasure of inviting you to the above-mentioned meeting. The meeting will take place at Sokos Hotel ILVES, at the very heart of the city of Tampere. 

Tampere, the largest inland city in Scandinavia, is 180 km north of Helsinki, and is accessible by flights from Helsinki, Stockholm and Copenhagen, and by train or bus from Helsinki.
Yours sincerely,

Kari T. Rönkä 


Mikael Rutanen

mobile +358-50-4877010

mobile +358-50-3872903

email kari.t.ronka@nokia.com
email mikael.rutanen@nokia.com
Nokia Networks, Tampere, Finland

The Venue
The venue of the meeting is one of the landmarks of Tampere, the highest building in the heart of the city, a hotel belonging to the chain of Sokos hotels:

Sokos Hotel ILVES,

Hatanpäänvaltatie 1

FIN-33100, Tampere,

FINLAND

Tel: +358 3 262 6262 Fax: +358 3 262 6263
Web Site: http://www.sokoshotels.fi/english/ (choose the hotel from the list)
A block of rooms have been reserved at a special rate (for a limited time) at Sokos Hotel Ilves for your convenience. The room rate for a stay of at least 3 days is €89 per night (single or double) and for shorter stays €106 per night (single) or €127 per night (double) (inclusive of breakfast, taxes, guest sauna and gym).

Please note that to get your room at the special rate, you should make your booking (form attached below) directly with the Hotel latest by Wednesday July 31, 2002 and refer to the booking code “NOKIA/SA5”. The venue is the same for SA5#30 and the ad hoc meetings immediately prior to SA5#30. The same booking code and the same conditions apply to all these meetings.
The hotel is located by the Tammerkoski rapids in the city centre, a few hundred meters from the central square, the railway station, and the bus station.
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Evening view from the hotel

Other Hotels
If you prefer staying in some other hotel, there are several possibilities. The hotels in Tampere are listed on the following web page:

http://www.tampere.fi/matkailu/english/majrav/hotels.htm
You are advised to make bookings in good time, because August in Tampere is rather busy.

How to get to Tampere
The most convenient option would be to obtain a direct flight to Tampere from Helsinki, Stockholm or Copenhagen.

There is also a direct ExpressBus connection from the Helsinki (Helsinki-Vantaa) airport to Tampere bus station (2.5 hours). You can also take a bus/taxi from the Helsinki airport to Helsinki railway station and then a train to Tampere (2 hours). And if you prefer a rental car, the driving distance from the Helsinki airport to Tampere is approximately 1.5 – 2 hours.

Airport
Tampere-Pirkkala Airport is about 15 kms from city centre. There are direct flights from Helsinki and several other Finnish cities, and also from Stockholm and Copenhagen. You will find further information, including information on rental cars at the airport, from the following web site:

http://www.ilmailulaitos.fi/ilmailulaitos/
A taxi from Tampere Airport to the hotel costs approximately 20 euros and takes about 20 minutes.

Railway Station
Tampere railway station is in the centre of the city, some 600 meters from the hotel.


Bus Station
Tampere bus station is very close (some 300 meters) to the hotel.

Car Rental

Avis, Europcar, Budget & Hertz operate at the Tampere airport (telephone service at the airport). However, unless you are planning for a trip outside of Tampere, you would not necessarily need a car. Almost everything in the city centre is within 15-20 min walking distance from the hotel.

Parking

The hotel has a garage. The parking fee is €1/hour or €14/day (24h). 

Meeting Registration
Remember to register for the SA5 SWG-C #29ter meeting electronically at the 3GPP web site at:

	3GPPSA5#29-ter (SWGC) 
	AH 
	15 - 16 Aug 2002    
	Tampere  
	FI  


http://webapp.etsi.org/MeetingCalendar/MeetingDetails.asp?mid=22771
Agenda & Schedule
The 3GPP SA5 officers will provide the meeting agenda & schedule, to be made available under the corresponding meeting directory at the 3GPP web site at:

ftp://ftp.3gpp.org/TSG_SA/WG5_TM/TSGS5_30/TSGS5_29ter_SWGC/
Maps & Driving Directions
The maps of the Tampere region can be found at:

http://www.tampere.fi/ytoteto/kami/paikkat/tre/index_uk.html
Road map of Finland is available (in Finnish only) at:

http://www.tiehallinto.fi/kartta/kartta.htm
The road from Helsinki to Tampere is Highway 3 (E12, motorway). You reach the highway from Helsinki airport as follows:

1. Drive from the airport a few km south (following signs to “Helsinki”, “E18”, “Kehä III”), 

2. Turn to the right to “Kehä III” (following the sign “Kehä III Länteen”; i.e. Circle Road III West) 

3. Drive west along “Kehä III” until you see the signs “Tampere”, “Hämeenlinna”, “E12”, “3” (to the right). Turn right to highway 3.

The motorway will take you directly to Tampere. When coming to Tampere the motorway ends in traffic lights in a roundabout. From the four lanes available you should take the second lane from the left following the sign to “Keskusta/Centrum” (Keskusta = City Centre in Finnish). 

After only a few hundred meters you will meet traffic lights. Take the second lane from the right and turn right following the signs “Keskusta/Centrum” and “Koskikeskus”. From the third traffic lights after the turn (immediately after the shopping mall “Koskikeskus”) you must take a very sharp turn to the left, taking you to the hotel yard (not a street but a direct entrance to the hotel yard). 

From Tampere airport follow the signs to Tampere (“Keskusta/Centrum”). This will take you to the end of the motorway coming from Helsinki, to the roundabout mentioned above. Then follow the above instructions.

Other Useful Information
Tourist Web Sites

City of Tampere:

http://www.tampere.fi/english/index.htm
Tampere Tourist Bureau (located next door to the hotel):

http://www.tampere.fi/matkailu/english/index.htm
Finnish Tourist Board:

http://www.mek.fi/
Entertainment & Other Leisure Activities

Eating & Drinking 

There are a wide variety of restaurants, bars and pubs within a few blocks from the hotel. For more information visit the search engine for restaurants in Tampere:

http://www.restanet.com/cgi-bin/Erestanet.cgi
Exhibitions and Museums

Have a look at the following web site for exhibitions and museums:

http://www.tampere.fi/matkailu/english/exhibit.htm
Guided Tours

For information on guided tours (in several languages) see the following web site:

http://www.tampere.fi/matkailu/english/guided.htm
Fishing

There are nice opportunities for fishing. The nearest spot is less than 100 meters from the hotel front door (Tammerkoski rapids: e.g. trout, rainbow trout, whitefish, grayling). For further information on fishing in Tampere, on licenses etc. please contact your hosts.

The following web site contains general information on fishing in Finland:

http://www.fishingfinland.com
Weather

http://www.ilmatieteenlaitos.fi/en/index.html
Average temperature at the time of the meeting in Tampere is about 17-18 °C. Though, warmer, or also cool and rainy weather is not at all impossible.

The days are still quite long. It gets dark around 10pm and the dawn is around 5am.

Don’t Forget!

Electricity:

Finland has 230V electricity voltage and “European” 2-pin plugs.

Currency:

Finland moved to Euro from the beginning of 2002.
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Sunset by Lake Näsijärvi

A few words of Finnish

A few words of Finnish that you might find useful, especially if you are driving around:

Linja-autoasema
Bus station

Rautatieasema
Railway Station

Katu

Street

Tie

Road

Keskusta
(City) Centre

Ravintola
Restaurant

Huoltoasema
Gas Station 

Pysäköinti
Parking

Tietyö

Roadworks

Kiertotie

Detour

Ma(anantai)
Mo(nday)

Ti(istai)

Tu(esday)

Ke(skiviikko)
We(dnesday)

To(rstai)

Th(ursday)

Pe(rjantai)
Fr(iday)

La(uantai)
Sa(turday)

Su(nnuntai)
Su(nday)

HOTEL RESERVATION FORM

3GPP SA 5 meetings in Sokos Hotel ILVES

hosted by Nokia (booking code NOKIA/SA5)

August 2002

	Please fill in this form and fax it by 
31st July 2002 to:
	Sokos Hotel Ilves

+358-3-262 6263



	Family Name:
	
	
	

	First name:
	

	Company:
	

	Address:                                                    
	                                        Country:

	Tel:
	

	Fax
	
	
	
	E-mail:
	

	Date
from:
	
	Time of arrival:
	
	Date 

to:
	


Special food requirements:

Please reserve a room at Sokos Hotel Ilves:
   
   (  Single room
   (  Smoking






  


   (  Double room
   (  Non-smoking

Credit Card information in order to guarantee this reservation (please note that the credit card number is a mandatory requirement for arrivals after 6pm):

( AMEX 
( VISA
( MC ( DINERS
( EC

( Other

	Number
	
	Validity
	

	Date
	
	Signature
	


For hotel use:

	Confirmation number (to be filled in by the hotel):
	








