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1. Introduction

The contribution S5-024131 presented in the SA5#27 meeting highlights the capacity limitations of Diameter protocol. In the TS 32.225, Diameter has been proposed as the unique interface to manage accountings transmission for the offline charging. 

In R5, large operators will manage a huge amount of accountings during the offline charging process. To operate charging process, the interface transmitting accountings needs to offer some guarantees :

1- efficient : the interface shall be able to manage a huge amount of accountings

2- cheap : the cost of this interface shall be as cheap as possible

3- reliable : the interface shall be based on proven protocol

4- simple : the interface shall be easy to implement whatever the equipment

5- a charging mechanism where charging information does not affect, in real-time, the service rendered

Orange is concerned about charging services availability in the different releases as it has been the case in GSM, in GPRS and in UMTS.

Orange believes that charging services availability should similarly be established for the IMS. 

In the attachment, Orange proposes for the offline charging services to include to the existing Diameter solution, a second solution based on FTP, in a way to offer a reliable offline charging solution for operators managing huge amount of accountings. 

