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Situation:

The on-line charging architecture has been agreed on during SA5#26 and is shown in the figure below:
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As it was also agreed on, the on-line charging functionality (as specified in TR 23.815 and taken over into TS 32.200) is split in accordance with the following conventions:

1. GPRS Bearer Charging is as in previous 3GPP releases, i.e. based on CAP.

2. The "Session Charging Function" (SCF) shall carry out all on-line charging functions related to a SIP session. This shall be carried out via ISC and Rb. Rb is not standardized in the scope of R5. For this purpose the SIP messages are conveyed via SIP-ISC to the SCF (Session Charging Function) and the SCF is in charge to deal with these states via Rb.

3. Ro is only used to carry out on-line charging functions relating to particular chargeable events for which the control is hosted within an AS or MRFC. Ro is not used to carry out on-line charging for a “normal” SIP session.

However, the joint “Nortel et al” contribution (refer to [1]) seems to conflict with the above mentioned principle since basic "session charging" is proposed to be carried out via Ro. As such, digesting document [1] may lead the reader to conclude that Rb is obsolete. 

Conclusion:

Alcatel and Siemens would like to point out that such strategy has not been agreed on by SA2/SA5 during approval of the on-line architecture and contradicts with TR 23.815/TS 32.200, both of which have been approved at SA#15.

Action(s):

Alcatel and Siemens would like to clarify the use of ISC, Ro and Rb in accordance with the agreements reached during SA5#26. A conclusion shall be accomplished in conjunction with the referenced contribution [1].
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