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1. Overall Description:

During the discussions on the Go interface CN3 has been studying the mechanism for passing charging correlation identifiers between the GGSN and P-CSCF/PCF. There are a number of ways that this can be achieved however the solution that CN3 is currently discussing would be a one stage approach which sends the GPRS charging ID (GPRS-CID) in the initial authorisation message from the GGSN to the PCF. That is to say the GPRS-CID would be available before the PDP context had been authorised by the GGSN.

CN3 understands that this may be different to the understanding of SA5 given that in the standard TS32.215v4.1.0 it is not clear on when the GPRS-CID becomes available for usage by the GGSN.

Furthermore other related standards do not clearly resolve the issue. On looking at GTP specification TS29.060 v4.3.0 in section 7.3.2 page 42 it quotes:

 “The Charging ID is generated by the GGSN and shall be unique within the GGSN”

Then again in section 7.7.26: 

“The Charging ID is a unique four-octet value generated by the GGSN when a PDP context is activated. A Charging ID is generated for each activated context.”

But neither quote resolves the issue of at what instance within the PDP context authorisation procedure within the GGSN, the GGSN generates the GPRS CID, i.e. after the PDP context has been activated or during the activation.

It is also noted that a two stage process occurs for the transport of the GPRS Charging ID  in the non-transparent access mode defined in TS29.061v4.3.0 where a RADIUS authentication is performed to authorize the PDP context. In this case it stated that the GPRS-CID is a mandatory field in the RADIUS Accounting START message after the PDP context has been authorized.


Please note CN3 is also studying the possibility of sending the GPRS-CID in a further message between the GGSN and the PCF/PCSCF however this would be a more complicated two stage process in order to provide the correlation charging ID at a later stage.

2. Actions:

CN3 therefore asks SA5 to clarify when the GPRS-CID becomes available for usage by the GGSN and whether the single stage mechanism briefly described above for sending the GPRS-CID would be feasible.

