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1       Background

The work for Release 4 issues will be more or less finished at the SA5#20 meeting. This means that the SA5 CB RG can then effectively start the work for Release 5 work items, which have so far been left almost untouched in the previous meetings due to lack of time. The Release 4 issues, due to their final deadlines, have naturally taken precedence over Release 5 issues.

When the Release 5 issues finally become the main target of the SA5.CB RG, it is necessary for the group to carefully consider priorities for the work items that need to be processed to finalize the Release 5 specifications.

2
Proposal

The proposal for SA5.CB RG is to give the highest priority to architectural issues at this point of time.

The SA5.CB RG should carefully define its view on the charging architecture in Release 5 IMS. The two most important reasons for this are as follows:

1. SA5 will need to co-operate with SA2 on architectural issues, because SA2 has the main responsibility in this area. Any architectural impacts seen by the SA5.CB RG need to be communicated to SA2 in the earliest time possible. The architectural work for Release 5 has already started in SA2.

2. Before the SA5.CB RG has a profound understanding of the overall (charging) architecture, it cannot properly analyze charging related core technical issues (like charging protocols or divergence of charging functionality across network elements), and therefore cannot give recommendations to SA5 for approval of such issues.

































































































