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Background:

The responsibility for the GSM specifications has, as you know, been transferred from ETSI to the 3GPP. The 12-series (for management of GSM networks) have been assigned to SA5. At the last TSG SA two specifications, namely 12.21 and 12.22, were transferred to the TSG GERAN. At the last SA5 meeting it was decided to discontinue 12.04 (it is partially replaced by 32.104). The two charging related GSM specifications (12.05 and 12.15) have also (in reality) been replaced by new 3GPP specifications. SA5 has been informed that each GSM specification will be included in 3GPP Release 4 if we do not decide to discontinue the specification. 

Proposal:

We (Ericsson) propose that all the remaining GSM 12-series specifications 12.00 through 12.30 within SA5’s responsibility are discontinued after R99, for the following reasons:

1. All the GSM 12-series have not (to our knowledge) been updated the last year(s) to fully reflect and be consistent with the current state of GSM ‘core’ specifications. Some have, but some have not. For example, the GSM 12.00, 12.01, 12.06, 12.20, 12.22, 12.30 are still in the GSM Phase 2 version, the GSM 12.02, 12.08 and 12.21 are in the R96 version and the GSM 12.11 is in the R97 version. And no work within ETSI or 3GPP has been done (to our knowledge) to check whether these old versions are still applicable. Moreover, we don’t believe that SA5 currently has resources to both update and maintain the GSM specifications as well as working with all the necessary updates of the 32-series specifications.

2. Some of the 12-series specifications (12.04, 12.05 and 12.15) have already in reality been replaced by new 32-series specifications.

3. Most importantly: It makes little sense, and in fact creates a very difficult standardisation and implementation scenario, to have two frameworks for telecom management of a UMTS within the 3GPP. The framework we already have built up, with among others the generic network resource model (NRM) of the Basic CM IRP, covers all general as well as some detailed aspects. And in future releases many more detailed aspects are expected to be modelled, e.g. new alarm information details or specific parts of different radio access networks such as RAN, GERAN or GSM. The 12-series also defines a generic and a number of specific models, which are similar and overlapping, but also different i.e. inconsistent if they would be used together with the 32-series specifications. The most obvious example is perhaps the high-level information model in 12.00 which is over-lapping with, but different to the high-level part of Basic CM IRP NRM. Thus, managing a UMTS network from the network level (Itf-N) perspective, that includes a GSM radio access network based on the 12-series for the GSM part and based on the 32-series for the other parts of the network, would cause a lot of mapping problems within a Network Manager system. (And in addition, not even the 12-series, unless updated, would work completely towards the GSM system).

4. Another important fact: The GSM 12-series specifications were developed for the detailed Element Management aspects, while the SA5 requirements, architecture and specifications are focused on the Itf-N, for the network level management aspects. In the 32.102 specification, it has been decided that the information models for the EM interfaces shall not be standardised – they shall be vendor defined.

5. A third important fact: The GSM 12-series is purely based on ITU-T TMN and GDMO/CMIP, i.e. it is not IRP-compliant, and it does not contain protocol neutral models that can be easily mapped to other specification languages and protocols than GDMO/CMIP.

If our proposal to discontinue the specifications mentioned above is accepted, we also make the following proposals:

1. All 32-series documents having references to the discontinued specifications shall have these references removed. When removing the references it shall be considered if parts of each referenced document shall be included in the referencing document.

2. Relevant parts of the 12-series could be reused, updated and included in the Basic CM IRP NRM, in a GSM specific part of this 3GPP SA5 model, if there is a need and support for that within SA5. This would then be relevant mostly for the BSS (radio access part of GSM). If that is done, network level management for the core network and all radio access networks could be done based on one consistent model.
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