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Considerations about the SA5 work areas

Preface:

With the very high 3G license fees being paid in several parts of the world, and on the other hand the softening economic outlook in such highly developed countries like the US, the whole telecommunications sector is facing now very challenging times. The operating margins have been decreased in relative terms during the last times. Operators and service providers have a real need to improve their productivity and to cut costs.  And consequently, suppliers need to offer cost efficient solutions. Pressures from the markets are not going to ease soon. Many large, world class companies have already announced quite dramatic measures to cut costs.

These pressures certainly reflect to the 3GPP standardization community too. Also SA5 should note the general situation and plan its work to be useful and applicable in the current market climate. Lately, SA5 has been discussing about what kind of work areas to address. Likely the relative work item priorities & relevance should be considered too. Here is a short set of practical recommendations for SA5 to note in its work.
Recommendation:

1) To search such SA5 work areas that would enable the resources to be focused to such items that would create added value for the end users, to generate profit for the operators. 3GPP SA5 should use as building blocks (and maintain) its existing standardization achievements to maintain and enhance its organizational credibility and standards stability.

2) To maintain the achieved 3G standardization agreements in general and build new features and services and definitions on the already completed work. To maintain the 3G TS 32.015 charging protocol standard (GTP') that has been defined for the Ga interface.

3) In the charging protocol area, SA5 should discuss if the CGF-BS interface could get a real-time delivery protocol included in the solution set. (FTP over TCP/IP and FTAM protocol on X.25 or TCP/IP are the already existing recommendations in the 3G TS 32.015, chapter 7.) Since the existing CG(F)-BS interface protocol set does not include real-time protocols, it would generate added value for the end users (and operator), if the BS could get in more real-time the CDRs. (Existing protocols should not be removed from the recommended solution set in the near future as that would cause the operators sudden big transition costs.)

4) The CGF-BS interface name for the architecture pictures could also be defined by 3G SA5.
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