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1. Overall Description:
3GPP SA5 thanks SA4 for your Reply LS on 3GPP work on energy efficiency. SA5 would like to provide the following replies to SA4 questions:

0. SA4 statement: “SA4 suggests that SA5 clarify that the work on Energy Efficiency also includes measurement and evaluation of UE performance”

SA5 reply: SA5 has no Rel-18 work on the energy efficiency of the UE. Other WGs are welcome to inform us in case they have any work on UE energy efficiency.

1. SA4 proposal: “A proposal to modify the 3GPP Work Item Description and Specification templates to include a clause on “Impact on Climate” or “How can impact on energy efficiency and/or energy saving and/or digital sobriety be considered in the work” that would identify and collect relevant information. The end goal is to have the new clause be a consideration similar to the way “Security” is considered in any 3GPP effort or feature.  To enable this, SA4 is considering to study developing guidelines on how this new clause would be populated. The hope is that such a clause may increase the awareness and considerations for any climate impact where this applies, while we hope it would not become a platform for green washing.”

SA5 reply: SA5 supports the proposal to modify the 3GPP Work Item Description and Specification templates to include a clause on “Impact on Climate” or “How the impact on energy efficiency and/or energy saving and/or digital sobriety is considered in the work” that would identify and collect relevant information. SA5 joins SA4 wishes that this would not become a platform for green washing.

2. SA4 request: “A request for more details on whether the 3GPP/SA5 Rel-18 work item will focus on:
a.	What can be done now with options/settings in the implementation and deployments of already existing specifications.
b.	What more we can do in Rel-18.
c.	Extending this work to a broader and perpetual Work Item in every release from Rel-18 onwards or an introduce an umbrella work item like the “TEI” that encourages all the 3GPP WGs to develop features to address the climate emergency and tracking these features.”

SA5 reply: SA5 Rel-18 study item on energy efficiency had one of its objectives focusing on digital sobriety which included a) studying which forms digital sobriety could take in SA5, e.g. minimize the volume of OA&M data (number of operation parameters, input data to MDAF, etc.) to be processed and/or transported and/or stored and b) studying if any metrics could be defined to compare different alternative solutions with regards to digital sobriety. This Rel-18 study on EE has been completed in June 2023; no potential solution has been agreed and therefore has been pushed to the normative work.

3. SA4 proposal: “A proposal that builds on the efforts in the SA1 Study on Energy Efficiency as service criteria (FS_EnergyServ) to develop technology to achieve energy savings and other green objectives potentially at the expense of some level of degradation of QoE. To provide truly effective solutions, networks and devices should be equipped with technologies that enable operating points that can trade-off some level of QoE and other KPIs for energy efficiency and other green objectives, i.e., providing the 3GPP equivalents of “a bicycle option, instead of automobile transportation” for users.”

[bookmark: _Hlk137469629]SA5 reply: SA5 would like to inform SA4 that we have sent out a LS to SA1 (S5-232758 on customer acceptance of limited QoS degradation to save energy in the network from SA5 - attached). This LS describes a use case where some customers (e.g. from Verticals) may be willing to cooperate with their service providers to reduce their Scope 3 emissions. In the context of 5G services and, in particular, the network slice(s) they get from their Network Slice Provider (NSP), they could decide to accept some limited QoS degradation from their NSP.

4. SA4 statement: “Continue to investigate how we can address the above issues as part of our regular work program”

SA5 reply: SA5 is willing to continue the exchange of information on these topics.


2. Actions:
To SA4: please take the above information into consideration.

3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG5 Meetings:
SA5#151	9 – 13 October 2023	Xiamen, China
SA5#152	13 – 17 November 2023	Chicago, US

