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Start of First change
[bookmark: _Toc120528545][bookmark: _Toc128685293][bookmark: _Toc129028567][bookmark: _Toc129030097][bookmark: _Toc129155964]6.B		AI/ML inference Configuration management

[bookmark: _Toc120528547][bookmark: _Toc128685295][bookmark: _Toc129028569][bookmark: _Toc129030099][bookmark: _Toc129155966]6.B.2		Use cases
6.B.2.Z	Partial activation of AI/ML inference capabilities
An ML entity may provide the AI/ML inference capabilities for a scope (e.g., a specific list of NR cells) of the radio coverage area as either of a decision-making capability or an analysis capability. For a given AI/ML inference function, it can be very difficult to accurately “predict” or quantify the benefits of using an ML entity or an inference capability for the ML entity or inference function in a given context of operational system, before using it. 
Furthermore, it is also necessary to ensure that AI/ML inference capabilities of an ML entity or an inference function that are being activated in operational system will bring the expected/planned benefits and will not further downgrade the existing network performance. Moreover, it is important to provide means to check which particular AI/ML inference capabilities of an ML entity or an inference function are beneficial to be activated in a given context of operational network. Correspondingly, the MnS producer for AI/ML inference management may provide different steps through which the capabilities of an ML entity or inference function may be activated progressively. This abstraction phased activation of the scope of the ML entities may be referred to as “Abstract activation steps”.  For example, with such Abstract activation steps technique, the producer may support a capability to allow only a sub-scope to be activated e.g., to only allow inference activation for a limited or specific number of cells covering part of a geographical coverage area and not the whole city or only for a certain limited period (say between 18:00 and 6:00) rather than for the entire operation time.  
Another approach to implement partial or progressive activation of AI/ML inference capabilities for an ML entity or an inference function would be through a predefined policy which may include e.g., time scheduled or conditional progressive or phased activation of the inference capabilities or the scope of activation.
So, it is possible that the AI/ML inference function is configured to start using a newly deployed ML entity for one part (e.g., one NR cell of the gNB) of the function but the existing ML entity for the rest parts, and then gradually switch to use the new ML entities for the larger or full scope, by activating/deactivating the AI/ML inference capabilities in the corresponding scope for the ML entities. 
Together, these imply that it is important to ensure that the AI/ML MnS consumer has a finer control on activation and de-activation of AI/ML inference capabilities for an ML entity or an inference function.

6.B.3	Requirements for AI/ML inference Configuration management
Table 6.B.3-1
	Requirement label
	Description
	Related use case(s)

	REQ-AIML_ INF_ACT-4:
	The MnS producer responsible for AI/ML inference management should have a capability to allow an authorized MnS consumer to partially or progressively activate or deactivate the AI/ML inference capabilities for an ML entity or an AI/ML inference function. 
	Partial activation of AI/ML inference capabilities (clause 6.B.2.z)
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