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1. Overall Description:
The O-RAN Alliance is committed to evolving radio access networks, making them more open and smarter than previous generations. The key principles of the O-RAN Alliance include: 
-	Lead the industry towards open, interoperable interfaces, RAN virtualization, AI/ML and big data enabled RAN intelligence.
-	Specify APIs and interfaces, driving standards to adopt them as appropriate, and exploring open source where appropriate.
-	Maximize the use of common-off-the-shelf hardware and merchant silicon and minimizing proprietary hardware.	

O-RAN Working Group 9 (WG9) is developing O-RAN Transport Network Element (TNE) management interfaces and best practices to support transport capabilities and service demands of RAN and Core subsystems. 

The O-RAN WG9 would like to follow 3GPP SA5 specifications as much as possible. During development of Transport Network Management model for network slicing use case we have found NRM (IM/DM and IOC definitions) defined by SA5 useful and aligned with our work. 

O-RAN WG9 recognizes that the subject of Network Slicing NRMs has been extensively discussed in 3GPP and would like to ask for information on 3GPP SA5 NRM stage 2 in TS 28.541 clause 6.3.18.2  “EP_Transport”. We see an opportunity in supporting flexible use cases and addressing virtual nature of RAN and Core subsystems with potential to have a link to the transport model while following the methodology of linking MANO class definitions. 

O-RAN WG9 is working on detailed solutions for slicing use-cases (O-RAN.WG9.XTRP-MGT.0-v04.0) defined in WG1 Network Slicing Task Group (NSTG). The TN models WG9 is investigating within this activity are defined IETF NETMOD WG (https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/html/draft-ietf-teas-ietf-network-slice-nbi-yang). A logical connection / attachment point between “EP_Transport” in 3GPP NRM and an object class in IETF model is required in order to support the cross-domain (RAN, Transport, Virtualization, Core) management of network slice following an example depicted on Fig. 2 on this (https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/draft-contreras-teas-3gpp-ietf-slice-mapping-00). The existing Transport Domain coordination procedure in TS 28.531 clause 7.9 may need to be extended.

2. Actions:
To 3GPP SA5 group
ACTIONS: 	
a. O-RAN WG9 kindly asks 3GPP SA5 to take the information above into account and provide their feedback. 
b. O-RAN WG9 kindly asks 3GPP SA5 to provide guideline on how transport network information may be reflected in TS 28.541 6.3.18.2  EP_Transport. 
c. O-RAN WG9 kindly asks 3GPP SA5 to provide guideline on how to extract the following key values information on per network slice fashion, such as for example:
· Unique ID of the slice [local attribute or proxy_class]. Index, related to SR/Label
· Throughput constraints: Uplink_Demand and Downlink_Demand, Traffic direction
· Latency constraint demand
· Transport protection constraint demand
· Service Level Agreement Availability value
· Maximum MTU size [Payload of interest]
· Maximum Jitter constraint 
· Temporary values [activation / deactivation time stamp – activate values from XX:XX to YY:YY]
· Security / Policy constraint to encode the propagation of the connectivity per domain/geography 

3. Date of Next O-RAN Face-to-Face Meetings:
	O-RAN Alliance meeting
	June 13-17, 2022
	Virtual

	O-RAN Alliance meeting
	October 17-21, 2022
	NA
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