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1
Decision/action requested

The group is asked to discuss and endorse section 4.
2
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3
Rationale

An Assurance Closed Control Loop (ACCL) [1] [2] is a type of control mechanism that monitors and adjust a set of resources associated with a network slice or network slice subnet to meet the objectives of the target goals. ACCLs can be logically decomposed into a variable number of stages, each of them responsible for performing part(s) of the functionality of a closed loop [3], e.g. the OODA loop is composed of 4 stages (Observe, Orient, Decide, Act). 

Currently, eCOSLA focuses on the assurance of the target goals related with a closed loop. It does not deal with how a combination of closed loop stages can be formed to create an autonomous process, which assurances the target goals. In other words, in realizing an ACCL we need to explore how to combine and chain management services, e.g. data collection, analytics, policy, orchestration, etc., to enable monitoring and assess the target goals, while taking corrective actions when the target goals are not fulfilled.

In [3] a closed loop can be formed and created based on closed loop components as shown in the figure below. 
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Currently, eCOSLA is not considering which are these components that can realize the different stages of a closed loop, if these components can be selected or should be configured to form a closed loop and how the target goals can influence this process.    

The preparation and instantiation of closed loops is been studied in ETSI ZSM 009-1 [3] and would be beneficial to be considered to enhance and align with the work in eCOSLA.  

4
Detailed proposal

Observation: eCOSLA focuses on the closed loop assurance based on the target goals, assuming that a closed loop is instantiated and running.
Proposal 1: Enhance eCOSLA to consider the decomposition of a closed loop into “building blocks” or components, which can realize the different stages of a closed loop.
Proposal 2: Enhance eCOSLA to enable the creation of a closed loop from “building blocks” or components in order to assure the target goals.

