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Overall Description
[bookmark: _Hlk8222610]GSMA 5GJA would like to thank 3GPP SA5 for their "Reply LS to GSMA on NG.116 support of service categories. GSMA has considered the questions in the LS and provided the following answers:

1. Is Service Category identified globally or separately per each attribute/parameter?

the Service Category is a per attribute parameter. The next version of NG.116 has four attributes with Service Category parameter (Downlink maximum throughput per UE, Simultaneous use of the network slice, and Uplink maximum throughput per UE, Supported Data Networks). The value of the Service Category parameter and the number of service categories per attributes can vary depending on the related requirements for a slice (defined by the NEST). It would be up to an operator to decide which and how many service categories applies to an attribute that is used in a NEST.

2.  Can the same Service Category be listed by more than one NEST?

The same name can be used to describe a service category in different NESTs but note that the scope of Service Category is limited to the NEST and attribute where it is defined. So while it is possible that the same Service Category name is listed in different NESTs, it may or may not mean the same thing in those NESTs.

NG.116 allows any name of service category to be used for one attribute in a NEST and there is no need for it to be different from the name of a service category in another attribute of the NEST, as the scope of the name of a service category is per Attribute. It is not necessary to give the same name to service categories for different attributes in a NEST to associate them to an overall service a slice provides to a UE. Service categories of different attributes can be associated to a service a slice provides to a UE irrespective of whether the name of the service category in each applicable attribute in the NEST is the same or different.
3. Is there one Service Category per UE or can there be multiple?

One UE is associated to one service category per attribute.

4. E.g. is it possible if a certain user has a category 1 for “X”, category 2 for “Y” 
and category 3 for “Z”? Note: “X”, “Y” and “Z” are different values of uplink/downlink 
throughput rates per UE.

A UE has just one maximum rate per UE value, hence just one service category.

5. Are there any plans for any other GST parameters to have Service Categories?

The NG.116 is a document that evolves over time. Whether this leads to the definition of more attributes that include the Service Category concept is contribution driven and subject to the normal consensus building steps in GSMA. GSMA will normally attempt to update about significant changes impacted standards fora, but it is also encouraged that the evolution of NG.116 is tracked by interested companies and the necessary changes are provided e.g. in 3GPP.

6. May UE with different service categories be charged differently or is this just for UE behaviour control?

The charging and rating policies are outside the scope of NG.116. an operator that knows the service category of a UE can adopt a specific charging policy, but this is not in the scope of GSMA NG 5GJA to decide or suggest. The GSMA WAS group will inform SA5 of any pertinent impacts to charging and rating as needed.

7. Service Category defined as “Any text identifying the service category” which seems infinite. Is the list of Service Categories finite or infinite?

There is no limit to the number of service categories an attribute can include but GSMA fully expects that this will be a limited number.

8. Is there any relationship with QoS?

At present, there is no Service Category associated to the "Slice quality of service parameters" Attribute as this identifies the QoS levels a slice supports for all UEs.

9. Is there any potential relationship between Service Category and 5QI?

The 5QI as such is just a possible parameter in the "Slice quality of service parameters" attribute which has no associated concept of Service Category.
ACTIONS
GSMA 5GJA kindly asks 3GPP SA5 to take this information into account. 
NEXT MEETINGS
[bookmark: _Hlk8222628]5GJA#17	8 July 2021
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