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1
Decision/action requested

This discussion paper intends to discuss and recommend the use of DraftCRs for SA5 SWG CH in Rel-17  
2
References

[1]
3GPP TS 32.291: "Telecommunication management; Charging management; 5G system; Charging service, stage 3".
 [2]
3GPP TS 32.298: "Telecommunication management; Charging management; Charging Data Record (CDR) encoding rules description".

3
Rationale

SA5 SWG CH has 3 ongoing Rel-17 WIDs with following Target completion dates shown here with more realistics schedules, based on the current observed progress:
	7.4
	Rel-17 Charging
	
	Target completion plenary#

	7.4.1
	IMS Charging in 5G System Architecture
	5GSIMSCH
	TS 32.291, TS 32.298

TSG#87 (Dec 2019) => realistic: not before TSG SA#93 (Sept. 2021) 

	7.4.2
	Charging enhancement for URLLC
	5G_URLLC
	TS 32.291, TS 32.298 
TSG SA#92 (June 2021):  realistic: not before TSG SA#93 (Sept. 2021)

	7.4.3
	N40 Interface Enhancements to Support GERAN and UTRAN
	TEI17_NIESGU 
	TS 32.291, TS 32.298 
TSG SA#93 (Sept. 2021)


Based on TS 32.291 [1] and TS 32.298 [2] are the two stage 3 specifications, their finalizations are expected after the SA5 Charging stage 2 specifications, and this for each WID.

As a general principle, while for progressing the WIDs, the usual way is to evolve on the stage 2, bringing CRs steps by steps (requirements, principles, flows…), it is recommended to have the stage 2 clear enough before bringing the corresponding stage 3.

It is possible to have stage 3 CRs proposed in the context of a WID on some particular aspects which are clear enough from stage 2's perspective without necessarily waiting for the whole stage 2 to be completed. However, bringing such CRs in a early phase of Rel-17 will have the effect to increase the number of mirrors to be produced and the implementation efforts (due to these TSs upgrade to Rel-17) for Rel-15/Rel-16 maintenance CRs. 

It is therefore preferable to delay as much as possible the upgrade of these 2 TSs to Rel-17. One way to address this while allowing to start the stage 3 as soon as possible is to use DraftCRs which would be changed to CRs when we come close to the first WID completion. This would also allow to better address a consistent stage 3 for a given feature, as well as identify potential conflicts.
4
Detailed proposal

It is recommended to use DraftCRs for Rel-17 TS 32.291 and TS 32.298 for at least the 3 coming SA5 Charging meetings, i.e. SA5#135e, SA5#136e and SA5#137e.
The last approved SA5 Working Procedures (Version 17.1.0) updated at SA5#134e for the SA5 handling of DraftCRs is available in (S5-206300)
